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N THESE days of servant problems, do we stop 
to appreciate what a tireless, faithful servant is 
the eye? One of its invaluable services is in bring- 
ing to.our thought opportunities that are constantly 


being offered to-us through the medium of good ad- 
vertising. For instance, has your eye caught the 


unusual opportunity for a cruise to the Holy Land, 
offered on page 368 of this issue of The Sunday 
School Times ? 


The Old and the New 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
D° Bad 2) want something old, something settled 


‘Sure ‘ 
That has stood the ages and still shall endure ; 
Reliable records of that is past, 


Indelibly graven, forever to last ? 

Then come to God’s Word and the message it brings 
The Book of Beginnings, first cause and first things, 
Creator, Creation, a story sublime, 

The darkness of chaos, the dawning of time; 

The world that once was, and the world that now is ; 
Man made by God’s hand, in His image, all His. 


Do youwant something modern and startling and new, 
As fresh as the morning, as clear af the dew; 
Today’s current topics brought quite down to date, 
Forecast of tomorrow that’s never too late? 

Then come to God’s Word, for its prophecies hold 
The symbols of all that the years shall unfold, 

A wonderful outline of history’s course - ; 
From a truly authentic and trustworthy source. 
Naught else is so ancient, naught else is so new, 
And nothing so wise is, and nothing so true. 
While the vivid events of the past it can tell, 
And the future’s great drama is pictured as well. 
Satisfying and full is the message it brings : 

The Book of Completions, the end of all things. 
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When Death Comes 


Death is not normal; it is a sin-caused break with 
God’s original purpose for men. “By one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 
5:12). Even the redeemed, until the return of .the 
Lord, must. pass through this sad experience. A dear 
old Christian lady, nearing ninety years of age, is pass- 
ing through the valley of the shadow as these words 
are written. One of her Christian friends, 2a mem- 
ber of her household, writes in a personal letter: “She 
has had a strong constitution and a will and nerve of 
iron, so her release from this world is coming slowly. 
It is a strange experience to me,—death has come 
song oe f to our loved ones, you know. She has tried 
so hard to do what doctors and nurses wish, to co- 
operate in every way. In semi-consciousness she has 
cried, ‘How long, O Lord, how long?’ But most 
of the time she is so brave and uncomplaining. She 
has no suffering, no disease, except age, but one can 
suffer so from weakness. One day, in explanation of 
her weakness and lack of understanding some sugges- 





tion, she said, like a child, ‘You see; Dohave never died 
before!’ Each night she has said good night and good- 
by; and in the morning she has greeted us with a 
bright good morning, willing to live through another 
day.” Think what it means to the believer who faces 
death, and who-has “never died before,” to have the 
resence of One who. has died before! Our Lord and 

aviour Jesus Christ has passed through death and 
has come back to life again, in the very body in which 
he died. Therefore he can bring this dear child of 
his, and all who trust him, through in triumph. “For 
I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, .. , shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ_Jesus our Lord.” 
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God's Gift of the Jew 

Next to the gift of his Son, God never did so great 
a thing for the world as when he gave it the Jew. 
The vast majority of the human race do not realize 
this; but the day is coming when they will. For God 
pledged his sacred and inviolable word, when in Abram 
he called out this people and separated them from all 
other peoples, that “in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). And the prophesies 
of the Bible reiterate, over and over again, that the 
Jew will eventually be God’s man, here on earth, for 
the temporal and spiritual blessing of the whole world. 
Meantime, even during the long drawn out centuries 
in which God has’ had to set Israel aside because of 
her rejection of him, we keep seeing the immortal 
ability and leadership of this peculiar people. As the 
end of the “Times of the Gentiles’ draws near with 
incredible swiftness, and as the Jews are returning to 
their God-given land in fulfillment of his Word, it 
surely is no accident that the most devastating crisis 


-that has confronted Great Britain in centuries, the first 


general strike ever known in the history of the na- 
tion, should have been ended by a Jew. Great Britain 
opened Palestine to the Jews during the World War; 
Great Britain was given the Mandate for Palestine, 


e 


and appointed as its first Govetnor Sir Herbert Sam- 
uel, whose administration was a notable one. And it 
was a document drawn up by Sir Herbert that ended 
Britain’s general strike last month, and saved a sit- 
uation that was baffling and defeating the world’s great- 
est empire. Britain has done much for Israel during 
modern times; and God said to Abram, “I will bless 
them that bless thee.” 
ya 


july 4th as a Day of Intercession 

July Fourth is one nation’s Independence Day; it 
may well be observed as a Day of Prayer that the 
freedom with which Christ sets men free may come 
throughout the whole world by a mighty outpourin 
of the Holy Spirit in revival. - The Times would call 
attention again to a resolution adopted last month at 
the Co iom of the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association in Toronto, some sentences of which are as 
follows: “Whereas, the apostasy from the faith on the 
part of the pulpit, the worldliness and unspirituality in 
the pews, the alarming conditions morally throughout 
the nations, the break down of home life, the lack of 
respect for all authority in community life, the athe- 
istic philosophy of the schools, the putrefaction of con- 
temporary literature, and the indecency damni 
influences of modern amusements, reveal the need o 
a sweeping revival; and, Whereas, in this day of ap- 
palling need we call upon Christians everywhere 
throughout the world to pray earnestly and prevailingly 
for a Heaven-sent, world-wide revival that awaken 
the Church, put the pulpit _on fire, make soul-winning 
the chief business o ristians, bring conviction of 
sin upon the sinners and the fear of God upon the com- 
munity and the nations; Therefore, we call upon Chris- 
tians on every continent to keep the Fourth Day of 
July, 1926, as a day. of prayer, when churches and 
homes opened everywhere for importunate prayer. 
We urge every evangelical pastor to announce the ap- 
peal and preach on ‘Prayer atitt Revival’ on the Sunday 
that precedes the day suggested for prayer.” 


God’s Use for Men With a Handicap 


MASTER at one of our great schools, in char- 
acterizing a certain boy, said that if there was 


a ninety percent chance of his team winning, 


he would play with gusto, but if there was only an 
even chance or chances against him he took hardly 
any interest in the game. This suggests how differently 
men may look at the matter of a handicap, and how 
early we may take the ground that things are mainly 
against wus. 

It is human nature to be forever saying how differ- 
ently we could or would do if things were only dif- 
ferent. The world is forever telling the church how 
the multitude would immediately flock in and fill it if 
the church would only do this or that. A Chicago 
divine recently deflated this bombast by saying the 
world would do no such thing. And in the same way 
each of us needs to tell himself that it is more than 
doubtful if we would do the better things we would 
like to do even if everything were propitious. Many 
of us drug ourselves about duty with the opiate 
of telling ourselves how gladly and splendidly we would 
do it if the circumstances weré different. But the man 
God can best use is the man who is willing to do it 
anyway. 

An officer in our Civil War, speaking of one of his 
generals, said that he was forever explaining why this 
and that had not been done until at last “he was 
fully embarked on an apologetic career.” How many 
apologetic careers there are, and how many people there 
are who think an explanation of why they did not do 
right the moral equivalent of having done it. ~ 7 

Men with a handicap and a hundred reasons for not 
doing things fill the world’ with the glory of having 
done them. The Bible is a great anthology of handi- 
caps. Moses, after an overwhelmingly false start and 
then the handicap of clumsiness of speech, is the leader 
of God’s people. The last man you would normally 
think of, Saul, called to be a religious leader and 
prophet just when he and everybody else feel that he 
is so thoroughly secular. Isaiah, sent to purify .the 


hearts and exalt the aspirations of his people, knew 
himself to be as common as any of them. Jeremiah, 
who by slow consent on all hands has come to be ac- 
knowledged the nearest like Christ of any man in the 
Old Testament, the man who never onee tasted of suc- 
cess or support, felt in himself the utter absence of 
gift and so made the more room for God. Amos, an- 
other of “the last men yow would ever think of” as 
being any use at a court,-was a mouth-piece for the 
Spirit of God. Paul with a bad past and some hope- 
less impediment, when all the gifts and graces a man 
could have would seem hardly sufficient for the work, 
yet became the oracle of the new faith. Wesley, cool, 
slow, and ineffective, a man also of a bad start and 
useless years in Georgia, was about the last man to 
throw back the tide of sodden barbarism which had 
engulfed great populations into such oblivion that their 
existence was hardly known, yet he did it. 

But enough, Ali this may do disservice to the main 
point, which is, not these men, but the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and his strange love for us 
and one of the ways in which he loves to act. We may 
lose the pith of it all, fall into reverie over the rarity 
of these men, instead of into kindling and rapture, over 
the thought that God may be waiting to do the like 
for some of us. ~ 

Some of us have our handicaps of moroseness, or 
sloth, of procrastination and introspection, of touchi- 
ness and sensitiveness, which are daily throwing us 
out of gear with our task or making social life an 
agony where it may be a growing satisfaction; of 
temper and lust and desire, of seeing everything as a 
load and nothing as a lift; impatience and pride, self- 
seeking, the habit of easy dislike, the censoriousness 
that is “the vice of the virtuous,” as Henry Drummond 
called it. We could soon describe life as pretty near 
all handicap if we chose—and many so choose. 
But faith is an upward look which dares, after seeing 
all this, not to see it longer, not to be hypnotized by it; 
and dares — daring is the word—to look upon Christ 
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with all his power and believe it is for just such as we. 
All those cures and helps and renewais and absolutions 
he gave were given to people of whom ali the world 
would have said “It is impossible,” and to people who 
knew more reasons themseives than any others how im- 
possible it was, One comes to think that these people 
who allowed themselves to be helped managed some- 
how almost to obliterate the by-standers and see only 
themselves and Jesus for the moment. If we would 
see Jesus it is necessary at times not to see too much 
of other people. ; 

“Isn’t one of the most glorious things about the 
Master, the valiant way in which He is always willing 
to join issue on ground the least advantageous to him- 
self, makes straight for the most desperate cases, and 
says boldly, ‘Let us take this as the test’?” The most 
impossible people, the most pitifully out of the way, 
the last you wou:d think of, were the handicap Jesus 
gave himself in showing the divine power. If in any 
spot today his power is felt or seen to be freshly tak- 
ing hold, it is not in some place where all was ready 
and auspicious but where there was some great diffi- 
culty to be met. And the greatest difficulties are not 
dramatic difficulties but those of dullness, monotony, 
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and ‘apathy, where all is a dead lift and there is no 
radiance or sun. 
Of wounds and sore defeat 
I made my battle stay; 
Winged sandals for my feet 
I*wove of my delay; a3 
Of weariness and fear 
I made my shouting spear; 
Of loss and doubt and dread, 
And swift oncoming doom, 
I made a helmet for my head 
And a floating plume. 


Say what you will, this is the great material of the 
great penne and songs and prophecies. A man may 
never sO great as when he knows he is down. To 
be able to say, “My misfortune was my happiness” is 
the essence of victory. These turbid distresses of our 
souls which all the world bids us hurry. out of sight 
as swiftly as we can may be wonderful things. Strange 
means -of revelation and knowing God; but through 
them, rather than through well-knit philosophies which 
promised everything, men have caught clearer sight 
and warmer experience of what God is and what life 
may 





The Facts About Marshal Feng 
The Sunday School Times has good news fdr the 


Christian public about Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang, the . 


Christian commander of the unique Christian army of 
China. 

For months past it has been difficult to know what 
the facts, were. Rumors and accusations of Feng’s 
having become Bolshevist have been current, and 
newspapers have reported his defeat and disappear- 
ance. Naturally, thousands of Christians who have 
prayed for him have been troubled. 

When Dr. Jonathan Goforth, the much loved and 
consecrated missionary from China who was on fur- 
lough in Canada, was cabled from Peking, January 
28, and urgently invited to go to China for evangelistic 
work in Feng’s army, The Sunday School Times im- 
mediately arranged with *Dr.: Goforth to write fully 
on the exact situation as he found it in China. 

And now Dr. Goforth’s eagerly-awaited report of 
conditions has come. It was mailed as recently as 
May 15 from Peking, with a personal letter to the 
Editor which reads, in part, as follows: 


“Dear Mr. TRUMBULL: ail : 

It is pitiful but true that many good missionaries 
have been influenced by the Devil-propaganda against 
Marshal Feng. A missionary of forty years’ standing 
was once sitting at the tea table with several of us 
when the charge against Feng of assaulting a legation 
policeman came up. That morning I had just heard 
the story from Mr. Gailey, and started to give it, 
when this brother. got up and left the table saying, 
‘I am fed up on Feng.’ . 

“Such men have their minds already made up, and 
there is little use in trying to enlighten them. The 
facts I have written will help those whose minds are 
open, and those who have been praying for Marshal 
Feng but who, on account of such a succession of 
evil reports, are uneasy and cannot pray with con- 
fidence. ‘ am: 

“It is great cause for rejoicing that the Christian 
Army has never yet lost a battle. Through a failure 
of associate armies to hold the line, they have been 
compelled to fall back, but in doing so they have been 
always under such perfect control that they have re- 
moved their wounded and never yet lost a man nor a 
gun. The other day, when a missionary was talking 
with some Manchurian soldiers, they said they didn’t 
want to fight the Christian Army, for it would take 
seven times the number on their side to win a battle. 

“Marshal Chang and Marshal Wu claim to have 
1,000,000 men in their combine against the Christian 
Army. of 170,000. But the Christian Army hold the 
pass and the railway leading northwest, and can stand 
on the defensive. All the fighting so far around the 
pass has been in their favor. This, of course, you 
do not see in the papers. A pro-Feng editor was shot, 
and naturally it has had a quieting effect on other 
editors. A fine evangelist told me that in some places 
it is as much as a preacher’s life is worth to preach 
in public. He would be arrested for being pro-Chris- 
tian-Army. 

“There does not seem to be any immediate prospect 
for my getting to the Christian Army. The British 
authorities will not consent to the risk of my trying 
to get through the mountains to our friends in the 
army. The mountains are full of soldiers, and conse- 
quently full of robbers. I asked an Under-Secretary 
if he couldn’t secure me a pass through the lines to 
the Christian Army. He exclaimed: ‘Christian Army! 
Why, I don’t believe there is a single real Christian in 
that army.’ 

“How long have you been in China?’ I asked. He 
replied, ‘I have been in China three months.’ . 





_“ “Well, sir,’ I said, ‘I have been in China thirty- 
eight years and know that there are real Christians 
in that army. Without Christianity, how do you ac- 
count for the splendid conduct of the army in every 
place and under every circumstance?’ 

“True? he said. ‘Their conduct excels anything 
ever known before in Chinese armies.’ ” 


In next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times 
Dr. Goforth’s full, revealing, and heartening study of 
the facts will be published. Meantime let us praise 
and pray for God’s continued working in the life of 
the great Christian Chinese commander, his many 
Christian officers, and his tens of thousands of Chris+ 
tian men, that their public demonstration of “the life 
that is Christ” may continue with increasing power in 
the land they love. 
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What Are These 
“Lost Books of the Bible”? 


Enclosed please find a full-page advertisement taken 
from a religious periodical. Please advise through 
your Notes on Open Letters whether these books are 
authentic or not.—A New York Reader. 


The_ advertisement is headed, in very large type, 
“The Lost Books of the Bible,” with a subhead read- 
ing, “and letters of Pontius Pilate!” The following 
list of titles of what is called “The Order of the Lost 
Books of the Bible” is given: 





Mary Barnabas 
Protevangelion Ephesians 
1. Infancy Magnesians 
2. Infancy Trailians 
Christ and Abgarus Romans 
Nicodemus Philadelphians 
The Original Apostles’ Creed Smyrnezans 
* Laodiceans Polycarp 
Paul and Seneca Philippians 
Paul and Thecla 1. Hermas — Visions 
x. Clement 2. Hermas — Commands 
2. Clement 3. Hermas — Similitudes 


Some of the further statements in this remarkable 
advertisement are as follows (the boldface type, used 
by the Editor, emphasizes misleading statements) : 


The nature of the Apocryphal Scriptures has been one 
of the greatest mysteries of the Christian era. What 
did they record? Why was the testimony of such wit- 
nesses as Nicodemus rejected? What are other legends 
that surround the life of Christ? AH the “lost” gos- 
pels and epistles that have been discovered after nine- 
teen centuries are now offered here complete. 


Do you realize how much first-hand information of 
New Testament days was hidden or rejected because 
somebody in power was afraid or angry? 


Many of these writings have been discovered in out- 
of-the-way places. . . . They reveal Jesus as others saw 
Him or heard about Him... . They tell of miracles not 
reported elsewhere.. 


In Nicodemus you will find a strange account of 
Christ’s entry into Hell. This and the Visions of 
Hermas are brilliant revelations of the inscrutable mys- 
teries of faith. 


All these writings that have been found are here 
collected into The Lost Books of the Bible. Except 
for the Authorized Bible there 1s no book like this 
under the sun! 

Why did Pontius Pilate order the crucifixion of 
Christ? Was Pilate the Arch Coward of History that 
Christianity holds him to be? And what happened to 
him afterwards? 


It seems incredible that now, nmimeteen hundred years 
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later, we should have an answer to these questions in 
the words of Pontius Pilate himself! 


These and other statements would lead the unin- 
formed reader to suppose that here is material of the 
greatest importance, which had~been lost but is now 
found, some of which has been recently discovered, and 
all adding valuable information to our knowledge of 
Bible events. 

The advertisement is one of the most misleading at- 
tempts to sell old_material-to a large public that one 
could ‘imagine. Furthermore, it contains statements 
that are not true. 

The main heading of the advertisement, “The Lost 
Books of the Bible,” contains\two untrue statements. 
The documents referred to are not books of the. Bible, 
and never have been. Furthermore, they never have 
been lost: scholars have had them in their possession 
since the earliest times. ms 2 

There is no historical evidence whatsoever that any 
of these books was ever “hidden or rejected because 
somebody in power was afraid or angry.” 

As for Pontius “Pilate, concerning whom the un- 
suspecting reader is told that, after nineteen hundred 
years, we have the almost incredible privilege of read- 
ing the Governor’s own answer as to why he crucified 
the Lord Jesus, the Encyclopedia Britannica makes sig- 
nificant comment (the italics are the Editor’s) : 

“Pilate’s place in the Christian tragedy, and perhaps 
also in the Creed, stimulated legends about him in two 
directions, equally unhistorical. The Gospel of Nico- 
demus, written by a Christian (possibly as early, Tisch- 
endorf thought, as the middle of the second century), 
repeats the trial in a dull and diluted way; but adds 
not only alleged evidence of the. Resurrection, but the 
splendid vision of the descensus ad infernos [descent 
into hell] —the whole B peg to be recorded in the 
Acta Pilati [Acts of Pilate] or official records of the 
governor. The Epistola Pilati {Epistles of Pilate] 
gives Pilate’s supposed account to Tiberius of the Res- 
urrection; and the Paradosis Pilati [Condemnation of 
Pilate] relates how Tiberius condemned him and his 
wife procla or procula, both Christian converts. All 
this culminates in Pilate being canonized in the Abys- 
sinian Church, and his wife in the Greek. On the 
other hand the Mors Pilati, [Death of Pilate] tells how 
when condemned by the emperor he committed suicide; 
and his body, thrown first into the Tiber and then the 
Rhone, disturbed both waters, and ‘was driven North 
into ‘Losania,’ where it was plunged in the gulf near 
Lucerne and below Mount Pilatus (originally no doubt 
Pileatus or cloud-capped), from whence it is raised 
every Good Friday to sit and wash unavailing hands.” 

This statement from the Britannica shows that 
Pilate “answered” perhaps as early as the second cen- 
tury, rather than “nineteen hundred years later” than 
the crucifixion. To be sure, the advertisement does 
not flatly state that the “answer” of Pilate was dis- 
covered for the first time after nineteen hundred years, 
but leaves the reader with that impression. Further, 
the Britannica shows that the so-called letters of 
Pilate are the unhistoric and supposed accounts of his 
Acts, Epistles, Condemnation, and Death. 

A comparison of what is commonly called the Apoc- 
ryphal New Testament with the table of contents given 
in the advertisement of “The Lost Books of the Bible” 
shows~that these newly advertised “Lost Books” are, 
as many readers would know without investigation, 
simply the well-known apocryphal books. 

The openly named Apocrypha of the New Testa- 
ment, of which an edition was published in 1901, pref- 
aces each of the books appearing in this newly ad- 
vertised work with a historical statement concerning 
authenticity -and other facts. From the preface of 
the book called by the advertisement “Mary” the fol- 
lowing facts are taken: The ancient copies (of this 
book) differed from Jerome’s, for from one of them 
the learned Faustus, Bishop of Riez, in Provence, en- 
deavored to prove that Christ was not the Son of God 
till after his baptism; and that he was not of the 
house of David and tribe of Judah. 

Concerning the book of “Nicodemus” we find that 
others conjecture that it was a forgery made toward 
the close of the third century. 

Concerning “Paul and Seneca,” we read that several 
learned writers have entertained a favorable opinion 
of these epistles, —the inference is obvious, that no 
one else does! 

Concerning “Paul and Thecla,” Tertullian says that 
this piece was forged. 

Concerning the Clement I letter, its genuineness has 
been much questioned. 

Much valuable information about all these books 
will also be found in the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Much more might be said, exposing the character of 
this ancient and well-known literature which publishers 
are now trying to exploit. To advertise the New Testa- 
ment ‘Apocrypha as such, with a frank statement of 
the character and history of the literature, would be 
entirely legitimate and would enable those who so de- 
sire to obtain it for their own libraries. But it is 
hoped that no readers of The Sunday School Times 
will be misled into supposing that the books about 
which the New York reader inquires are other than 
the ordinary, unreliable mixture of legends, myths, and 
history that differentiates such writing so sharply from 
the inspired Word of God. 
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The Silence of God—How Is It. Explained 2? 


‘By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 








A challenging paradox and its satisfying solution 


- 
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“How rare it ts to find the soul quiet enough to 
hear God speak.”—Archbishop Fenelon. 


“Silence is the nutriment of devotion.”-—Thomas @ 
Kempis. . 
~ “Silence is in truth the attribute of God, and those 


who seck him: from that side invariably learn that - 


meditation is not a dream but the reality of life, and 
not its illusion byt its truth, not tts weakness but tts 
strength,”—James Martineau. 


Y THEME of eight words is highly paradox- 
ical. and as such I treat it. he first four 
words asstume: 

1. That we know there is a God generally recognized. 
*.. 2. That he has spoken to men in times past and was 
understood. . : 

3. That we cherish a reliable record of his speech 
of old. 
4. But that God no longer speaks as of yore. 
5. And yet that men today are longing to hear his 


‘voice, and hence the inquiry. 


-- 6 That if-he would but speak again, men would hear. 
and heed his message. 


The first three declarative propositions form the 
common ground basic to my thesis. I address myself, 
therefore, to the concluding four words, How 1s the 
silence of God today explained? 

_ .That God has ceased to speak to the Jew as of old 
is recognized by the orthodox Jewish rabbi, who cur- 
tails discussion by declaring to the earnest inquirer 
that God is angry with his people and has scattered 
them in all parts of the world as he forewarned them 
in Deuteronomy, and for this reason they no longer 
hear his voice and must, therefore, rest in the merits 
of their fathers and await his favor. 

~The first step in our inquiry 
what way might I expect God to speak? Without 
attempting to define the ways in which God may ad- 
dress us,,I do not hesitate to aver that we dare not 
confine God’s speech to language as used by man. An 
answer, in part at least, must obviously be suggested 
by God’s. previous methods of communication, refer- 
red to above in 2 and 3; to this end I search the 
scriptures of the world, only to find none worthy (al- 
though I do not deny some glimmer of light in all) 
‘or of serious consideration but the Hebrew Scriptures, 
justly and par excellence named THE Brste. I assume, 


therefore, that this Book contains the mind of God 


expressly stated in human language. . : 

_ If, on the other hand, natural man were left to dic- 
tate the manner of God’s speech, he would inevitably, 
like the Jews of old a ling to Christ on several 
occasions, ask for @ sign from Heaven, to whom 
Christ’s answer was, “An evil and adulterous genera- 
tion seeketh after a sign”; and again, “If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
.suaded, though one rose from the dead.” 

And heréin lies the crux. Men at large through some 
basic, inherent fault invariably demand a form of 
speech that God cannot grant, inasmuch as it merely 
contemplates an intellectual assent, while God’s meth- 
ods in the past, although intimately associated with 
mighty works and miracles, have never in any in- 
stance used the miraculous solely for its dramatic ef- 
fect. In brief, a mere dramatic sign is a futility or 
.worse. 


In An Age That Dreads Silence 


Our next inquiry is whether by the silence of God 
we refer to the absence of speech addressed to multi- 
tudes at once, or may we here include speech ad- 
dressed to individuals as to his recognized prophets of 
old, who by one sign or another are sure God has 
spoken to them and are then able as sent-forth-ones to 

. convey their conviction to others. Briefly, are there 
no longer any prophets of God in our midst? 

God’s plan has ever been a quiet message lodged in 
the heart with the purpose of a complete transforma- 
tion of the nature, best expressed by being “born 
again.” In the Old Testament it was the still small 
voice, and in the New, one spake who was and 
lowly and gentle, who would not break the bruised 
reed nor quench the smoking flax. 

May it not then be that God does still speak unmis- 
takably to those who, in a chattering self-seeking age 
which dreads silence as a plague, step aside from the 
world to meditate before him? Are there not those 
among us even now whose faces image a peace not 
of this worid and who seem to mirror the light of 
the throne of God out upon tne world? | Is not, per- 


haps, the “Silence of God” but the absence of any 





must needs be, In 


a WAS a signal honor when Dr. Kelly was 
invited by the Victoria Institute to prepare a 
paper for discussion at its meeting of June 14. 

y cablegram arrangement, The Sunday School 
Times is privileged to here give the full text 
of Dr. Kelly’s message. 


_ The Victoria Institute, or Philosophical So- 
ciety of Great Britain, was founded in 1865. 
Its objects are as follows: 


“First.—To ‘investigate, in a reverent spirit, 
important questions of peg and Science, 
especially those bearing upon Holy Scripture. 

“Second.—To arrange for addresses from 
men who have themselves contributed to prog- 
gress th Science and Research, and thus to bring 
the Members and Associates of the Institute 
into direct touch with the latest advances. 


“Third—In humble faith in One Eternal God, 
who created all things good, to combat the un- 
belief now prevalent by directing attention to the 
evidences of the Divine care for man that are 
supplied by Science, History, and Religion.” 

The Society holds eleven meetings in the 
course of the year, and it is of interest to note 
some of the papers recently read before the 
Institute: : 


“Great Britain and the Palestine Mandates.” 
By Brigadier-General Sir Wyndham Deedes, 
C.M.G.,, D.S.O. z : 

“The Antiquity of Man According to the Gen- 
esis Account.” By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., 

- LL.D., President of Xenia Theological Semi- 
nary, and Archeological Editor of The S:mn- 
day School Times. 

“Revelation and Evolution: Can They Be Har- 
monized?” By Professor George McCready 
Price, M.A. x 

“The Capture of the Unconscious.” -By A. T. 
Schofield, M.D. 

“Recent Discoveries in Ur of the Chaldees.” 
By Professor T. G. Pinches, LL.D., M.R.A.S., 

“Scientific Criticism of the Bible — What It Is 
Not and What It Ought-To Be.” By George 
B. Michell, O.B.E. . 











oud speech striking the outer ear, while an inner ear 
attuned ever hears his Spirit’s voice? 

Again I say, God’s message is ever a heart message. 
I boldly assert, therefore, that God does not speak 
~today because of the supreme character of his reve- 
lation of himself made once’for all in his Christ, the 
culmination of all‘the prophecies of old and the trans- 
cendent revelation of the New Testament; that. this 
matchless message is a continuing one while God waits 
for the answer of each individual of each generation 
since the advent of his Messenger of Peace upon the 


Just as we daily clearly recognize and guide our con- 
duct by the voices of men long since passed from our 
midst yet continued in their written words, so, if we 
are not to be judged as merely captious in inquiring 
why does not God speak today, we must also equally 
recognize his voice in his final written Word, for this 
Word is of such a character that it is impossible that 
he should ever speak again more clearly, more posi- 
tively, or more directly to the heart of man. 
marvelous is this message, and of such a character, 
that it can be strengthened by no reaffirmation, there 
can be no subtraction from nor addition to it, except 
as it ever reveals itself anew in the hearts of men 
through the ages in their varying circumstances and 
need. Thus it becomes clear that further: speech would 
be detraction from the infinite dignity of the message. 

I ask further, how can God give a new message 
when he has made-a supreme revelation of himself 
equally clear to each generation, a revelation which re- 
mains largely unheeded and in which God risked all 
for humanity in identifying his*Son forever with our 
race! 

Any complaint that God fails:to speak to this gener- 
ation must seem but an excuse, a gesture to hide the 
indifference of the world and its unwillingness to aban- 
don its own ways. 

I do affirm with every assurance and emphasis that 
God’s message in his living Word, identified with his 
Son, is a continuing one, and that he does today speak 
indubitably to the hearts of men in each succeeding 
generation as he never spake of old. 

The declaration that God, who spake of old by the 


= 


prophets, “hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son,” refers not to any moment of. time but to a 
dispensation succeeding the advent of his Son in,our 
midst until his coming .again. 

I further aver that God speaks as never before to 
an age in which he has poured out his Spirit upon all 
flesh, the earnest of our inheritance and our unction 
from on high, of whom he has said, “Ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

The silence of .God is not a@ period of darkness but 
of such light as the world has never before seen. And 
the light is life to him who will have it. And faith 
is the key which gives voice to the Word and to nature; 
and which causes man’s heart to become receptive, 
making life a great pilgrimage, a wonderful adven- 
ture. And. faith ever cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God. And prayer is not a monologue 
but a voice of:the Spirit brooding over the soul’s form- 
less waters’.and bringing articulate expression out of 
the voiceless waste of our needs. 


The Timelessness of God’s Word 


It is almost invariably the fate of the words of men 
to live for a generation and then to die, while suc- 
— generations vainly try to perpetuate the dead 
word, 

In the writings of men great moral ideas do not 
perish but lodge in men’s hearts and do their work 
generation’ after generation. God’s living Word, 
throbbing from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22 with the 
great moral purpose of the exposure of the true nature 
and final outcome of sin, and revealing his righteous- 
ness and judgment of sin, and developing a plan for 
the salvation of man, remains eternally sweet and 
fresh, providing: daily imstruction, strength, nourish- 
ment for the spirit, and solace t6 him .who comes to it 
to be taught with the spirit of a child. This Word 
daily repeats its living drama through the ages, as 
efficacious today as when first uttered. This, we may 
believe, in the language of our most modern science, 
is due to the timelessness of God himself who is iden- 
tified with it. 

Illuminated by God’s Word and his gifts to men, 
nature was never before so vocal in his praises and 
in her appeals. Is it not pathetic to be made skeptic 
by the perfection of God’s work and his gracious self- 
effacement that we may search him out even in’ his 


. handiwork? 


* I believe, therefore, in view of this collocation. of 
simple, obvious facts, that our paradox is solved and 
that the years of the silence of are even the years 
of his plainest and most effective speech, during which 
he is gathering among the nations his ekkletoi, his 
Church, destined to be the unique and living testimony 
to his grace, to the principalities and powers in the 
heavenhies, through the agés to come. 
BALtrmore. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By. Ernest Gordon 





J 


With men this is impossible; but with God all 
things are possible (Matt. 19: 26). 
JOTICE that it does not say merely to God all 
things are possible, but with God (para with the 
genitive as here is with; with the accusative to), that 
is, to us, — weak, helpless, but yielded, praying us, — 
with God’s help all things are possible. With men, 
that is, by means of human help, it is impossible. 


For John said unto him, It is not lawful for 
thee to have her (Matt. 14: 4). 
AID, elege, is imperfect. He kept saying. His 
testimony was persistent, so persistent that death 
only stopped it. This was “the ppicit and power” of 
his great prophetic predecessor Elijah, the persistent 
denouncer of Ahab and Jezebel as John the Baptist of 
Herod and Herodias. 


If all shall be offended in thee, I will never be 
offended (Matt. 26: 33). 
THE Greek indicative future implies that all will 
be offended in Christ, that all the disciples will 
be ashamed and forsake him. Peter declares that he 
will never, oudepote,—a strong word, almost “never, 
never” (Broadus). This is Peter’s assumption to 





oe 
oo 





which the Lord referred on the beach in Galilee after 
his resurrection when he asked, “Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these?” (John 21: 15.) 


New Hampton, N. H. : 
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The Catholic Eucharistic Conference in Chicago 


Plans and Significance of the Greatest Public Religious Demonstration in History 





— 





From “TIMe” 


- * ¢& OLY FATHER, permit the celebration of the 
H next Eucharistic Congress to take place in 
Chicago and I promise you a million com- 

munions as a spiritual bouquet to your august pres- 
ence.” So spoke His Eminence, George Wiiliam Car- 
dinal Mundelein to His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, nearly 
two years ago. Fiat! —and the Cardinal, who also is 
His Grace the Archbishop of Chicago, set himself to 
gathering his flowers of faith. A million Roman Cath- 
olics, yune 20-24, will be assembled in Chicago and 
looped with the bonds of Catholic ceremony. It will 
be the greatest public demonstration ever witnessed by 


an me CI 

The XI Eucharistic Congress was held in 1910 at 
Montreal close to the faith-healing shrine of St. Anne 
de Beaupré. This was a stupendous meeting of 750,000 
pilgrims. But it was too far from the great centers 
of U. S. Catholicism to spread the full effects of its 
potentialities. : 

The XXVIIE Eucharistic Congress comes to Chi- 
cago for a pentad of ecstasy the third week of June. 
Hundreds of thousands, at least a million, pilgrims 
will come. Lake boats and hotels and Pullman cars 
fitted with altars will transform themselves into ephem- 
eral churches. Every Catholic family in the city has 
prepared itself to care for guests. So far as possible, 
foreigners (for thousands will come from abroad) 
will be housed with co-nationalists. The clergy will 
bunk in rectories—and in hotels. Honest inn-keepers 
‘and food-purveyors have promised to maintain their 
regular charges. 

All nations are sending their prayers (Hungary has al- 
ready offered 1,000,000 communions), are sending their 
pilgrims — laymen, priests, canons, monsignori, bish- 
ops, archbishops, archimandrites, primates, cardinals. 

ifteen cardinals (princes of the Church) will take 
part in the deliberations and the rites. They and their 
fellow ecclesiastics of lesser rank will form the great- 
est body of Church dignitaries ever to meet outside of 
Rome. 

The pilgrims will each be given an official bronze 
medal Last week a ton of them came from Rome. 

The civil authorities of Chicago have put the city’s 
children to work cleaning up back yards and _ alley 
ways. The finance committee of the city council has 
approved plans for a Court of Honor, an alley of 
festooned, illuminated white posts. A f 

At the tip end of the great Municipal Pier, which 
jetties out nearly a mile into the lake from a base 
not far from Holy Name Cathedral (the archiepiscopal 
seat) is a domed exposition hall where will be placed 
objects of religious veneration and admiration — relics 
of saints, holy pictures, chalices of antique manufac- 
ture and unique design, vestments worn by prelates 
who have made Catholic history, a replica of the skin 
and birchbark chapel where in 1674 Father Jacques 
Marquette (1637-75) celebrated the first Chicago Mass 
before a band of Indians, mission artifacts. 


The Setting for the “Spiritual Bouquet” 

To the south of the pier and adjacent to cruciform 
Field Museum is Soldiers’ Field Stadium, capable of 
holding nearly 200,000 spectators on terraced seats and 
in oval field. In the field, church carpenters are con- 
structing a sanctuary 224 feet long and 214 feet wide. 
This will have priedieus, or kneeling benches, for the 
‘more than 500 archbishops and bishops, who will at- 
tend in copes and mitres and bearing croziers. Fifteen 
cardinals robed in ecclesiastical red and attended by 
papal knights and lay dignitaries, whose clothes will be 
of festive cloth of gold proper for such an occasion, 
will assist at the Masses in Soldiers’ Field. The 
cardinals will have their red-canopied thrones flanking 
a huge altar. 

This altar will be of stucco on a platform 30 feet 
above the ground. At its pinnacle, above its gilded 
canopy, will tower the cross 125 feet from earth. The 
cardinals with their gleaming attendants will mount 
to this altar by 24 broad steps leading up from three 
sides, Flowers for the altar will come from the home 
and school gardens of Chicago’s Catholic children. 
Loud speakers will carry the words of the Mass to 
the multitudes. 

Still another framework mounts magnificently for 
Cardinal Mundelein’s spiritual bouquet to the Holy 
Father. This is at Mundelein, Ill. Hundreds of men 
have been working here all winter landscaping the 
grounds of the Seminary of St. Mary of the Lake. 
They have constructed in a little valley a grotto in 
replica of the one at Lourdes in southwest France. 
They have installed the Twelve Stations of the Cross. 
They have built miles of roads, five bridges over the 
indented shoreline of the lake. They have wreathed 
the seminary, the dormitories, the little chapel, in trees 
and shrubberies and lawns. They have mounted on a 





pedestal 20 feet square a marble shaft 62 feet high. 
Surmounting the pillar is a 12-foot bronze statue of 
the Virgin Mary standing on a globe to symbolize her 
supposed exalted position over the world. Bronze 
— of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John support the 
34 

At the entrance to the seminary grounds will be an 
altar with thrones and sanctuary similar to. the one 
at Soldiers’ Field in Chicago. ; 

The relics of St. Therese, the “Little Flower of 
Jesus,” have just been brought to Chicago from Liseux, 
France, where she lived. The relics include a crucifix 
made from. the rosebush from which, during her con- 
vent life, she daily plucked roses to place before the 
statue of the Infant Jesus. Other relics are several 
locks of her hair, her dust, a piece of the habit in 
which she died, a piece of another habit in” which she 
was buried, a piece of the coffin in which she was in- 
terred before her exhumation in 1910 and a large piece 
of her arm bone. 

The full savor of the million flowers of faith that 
Cardinal Mundelein is offering to his Supreme Pontiff 
will rise the last day of the Congress, Thursday, June 
24. The million pilgrims of all degrees will move 
themselves to the town of Mundelein to garland that 
jewel of Catholicism with their final public demonstra- 
tion The million will proceed in processional through 
the miles of the seminary walks, past the Stations of 
the Cross. There never before was pomp like this in 
the United States. : 


The Long Line of Papal Pomp 


In this long file will come first the Catholic laity and 
the lesser clergy — gold bannered folk, Dominican friars 
in their white cassocks, Trapist and Capuchin monks in 
brown, Benedictines and Jesuits in black — then the re- 
splendent, gold-draped bishops and archbishops. Hom- 
age and glory mount as the procession nears its end. 
Fifteen cardinals are coming, vanguard to the Host be- 
hind. Papal guards in scarlet, blue and yellow uni- 





1The throngs going to Mundelein will be so vast that 
two new railroad stations have been built at the town site. 
Chicago trains expect to convey 300,000 people, traveling 
with two-minute headway. (This will be the greatest crowd 
ever handled by railroads in one day. In 1901 the Great 
Eastern Railway of England carried 200,000 to King Ed- 
ward VII’s coronation, the previous record.) The railways 
will place 600 special guards at cross-overs. Several hun- 
dred employes of the Cook County forest preserve will 
watch cross-roads and dispense bedding, fuel and cooking 
utensils at the many camp sites provided for the touring 
pilgrims. Auto repair gangs will patrol the roads. First 
aid stations will minister to the stricken, 





N ORDER that readers of The Sunday 

School Times may have authentic informa- 
tion on a stupendous religious event occurring 
next week in one of the strategic city centers 
of America, material has been brought together 
on this and the next page from two current 
periodicals, one secular, the other religious. 


The first of these is “Time,” of New York 
and Cleveland, a weekly news magazine cover- 
ing the world of current events with unusual 
vigor and readableness, 


The other is “The Dawn,” of London, edited 
by D. M. Panton, well known to conservative 
Christian people as a keen diagnostician of cur- ° 
rent events in the light of God’s Word. 


In these days when things are happening with 
rapidity and suddenness that have never oc- 
curred before in the history of the world,—a 
world war, the greatest earthquakes in history, 
the greatest famines in history, thé greatest pes- 
tilential epidemic in history, a League of Na- 
tions, the first general strike ever known in a 
world empire, the first governmental mandate 
opening Palestine to the Jews since Cyrus is- 
sued his edict, a hundred thousand Jews already 
returned to their Land, democracies tottering, 
dynasties destroyed, dictatorships arising on 
every side, the first billion dollar corporation 
now on record in America, the world made one 
(externally) by airplanes-and radio, and the Ro- 
man Empire in resurrection, —it is well for 
God’s people to be intelligently aware of the 
new place of magnitude, publicity, and domina- 
tion into which the Roman Catholic Church is 
coming. Hence this report and interpretation of 
sinister facts. 











forms follow. Then comes, under a canopy of gold 
and surrounded by censor-bearing acolytes, the Blessed 
Sacrament. It is inclosed in its golden ostensorium, its 
jeweled monstrance. No less a personage may carry it 
than His Eminence, Giovanni Cardinal Bonzano, the 
i of the Pope, the proxy for the very Church it- 
self. 

A sermon by Patrick Joseph Hayes, Archbishop of 
New York, and a Pontifical High Mass by another 
cardinal will close this present public acclaim to the 
Eucharist. 


From “THE Dawn” ‘ 


pe be Rat: percent (Our Hope for March re- 
ports) of all offices of the United States, both 
elective and appointive, are now held by Roman Cath- 
olics. New York City, Chicago, Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, Buffalo, Cleve:and, St. Louis,-Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and Boston have seventy-five percent Cath- 
olic teachers in their public schools. In ninety percent 
of all criminals executed, a priest administers the “last 
sacrament.” In all cities and towns exceeding 10,000 
inhabitants, more than ninety percent of the police 
force is Roman Catholic. 

On the progress of the Church of Rome the eyeless 
fish in the mammoth caves of Kentucky could not be 
more blind than the main mass of Christian folk. 
Superficial observers (like Mr. McCabe in his “Decay 
of the Church of Rome”) point to census returns and 
marriage statistics as proofs of a Roman advance that 
is purely negligible, while apparently they are wholly 
unconscious of the silent revolution that is de-Protes- 
tantizing vast sections of the modern Church. A single 
issue of last autumn’s Times (Sept. 25, 1925) contains 
a remarkable dual proof. 

“Since the seventeenth century,” the Times says, 
“the Nonconforming Churches of this country have 
looked on episcopacy as a thing of sinister omen: it 
is no small ae forward that the Joint Committee 
[Anglican and Free Church] was agreed that epis- 
copacy must be an essential element in the order of 
the United Church of the future.” That is, by Non- 
conformist consent all Christians must ultimately be- 
long to a Church the vast bulk of whose Bishops — all 
the Roman, all the Greek, and half the Anglican — 
are Priests offering the Mass. 

Still more ominous is the second proof. The Abbé 
Portal, the official mouthpiece of the Malines nego- 
tiations, revealed the fact that “agreement was reached 
on the principles of the Council of Trent.” That is, 
the Anglican negotiators, recognized by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, ‘were’ parties to an agreement arrived 
at between the two Churches based on the greatest 
of all -Roman Creeds, Rome’s official reply to the 
Reformation. , 


A Clandestine Priesthood 


Every great fresh crisis in the Church gathers 
around sgme one man as its storm-center—an Arius 
or a Socinus or a Colenso or a Newman; and that only 
because one man— whose sincerity or devotion is a 
problem totally irrelevant, and may be dismissed from 
our thoughts — precipitates a division that- is inevitable, 
and suddenly makes the chronic the acute. In 1923 
it suddenly came to light that Dr. W. E. Orchard, a 
foremost Congregational minister, had been clandes- 
tinely ordained as a priest, having had conferred on 
him six years previously, in secret, “orders” recognized 
as valid by the Church of Rome. Only by the en- 
tirely unintentional disclosure of his ordaining bishop, 
Bishop Vernon Herford, who mistook his interviewer 
for a fresh candidate, did the fact leap to light. But 
for this accidental betrayal Dr. Orchard would be a 
concealed priest now. “Dr. Orchard,” says Bishop 
Herford (Christian World, Dec. 10, 1925), “is so much 
a priest that the Roman Church recognizes his status, 
and if he were to ‘go over to Rome,’ he would only be 
required to ‘submit’ and would not need to be re-or- 
dained even ‘sub conditione.”” It is a clandestine 
priesthood which, whether with or without the con- 
nivance of Rome, is a characteristic hiding of the 
Leaven in the Meal by the Woman of the Seven Hills. 

Now the agelong watershed between the Roman 
and the Evangelical doctrines, the crux red with the 
blood ‘of countless martyrs, is the Mass. Dr. Orchard 
says: “We may well hope that the Mass will one day 
be discerned by all Christians to be the one thing that 
matters, the Catholic celebration, the point at which 
unity will be found; and the doctrine of Transubstan- 
tiation the basis of a sacramental philosophy which 
illumines many mysteries, the sure foundation on which 
a truly corporate life can be built, the center from 
which all our efforts at social reconstruction will be 
truly inspired.”. So in the Kings Weigh House prayer- 
book the Bread is offered “for mine own countless sins; 
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Lesson for July 4 
“ Exodus £ : 1-14 


as also for all faithful Christians, living and dead’: a 
“pure, holy and spotless sacrifice, to be borne to the 
heavenly altar, in the sight. of thine awful Majesty.” 
Low Mass is said nearly every day in the year; there 
is Reservation and Benediction of the Sacrament; and 
the Confessional grants sacerdotal absolution. — 

It is vital that we should know in what light the 
Holy Scriptures regard the sacerdotal creed. The 
heart of all Sacerdotalism is the Mass. If there be a 

riesthood, there must be a sacrifice (Heb. 8: 3). “The 
Lobe and blood of Christ,” says the Creed of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, “together with His soul and divinity, are 
daily sacrificed on the altar by sts.” “The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass,” says Dr. Bruno, “does not dif- 
fer in its essence from the Sacrifice offered upon 
Mount Calvary.” Or, in the words of Dr. Darwell 
Stone speaking for Anglo-Catholics: “What is the- 
 ologically and devotionally important is the positive 
truth that the consecrated sacrament #8 the body and 
blood of Christ: in the great sacrifice the Church of- 
fers the body and blood of our Lord.” As Dr. Mo- 
berly puts it, the Church “in her eucharistic wor- 
ship on earth is identified with Christ’s sacrificial self- 
oblation to the Father.” Here is the keystone on which 
rests the entire arch of Sacerdotalism: if it be re- 
moved, the archway falls in ruins. What saith God? 


1.—Ovur Lorp Is NOW A SEATED Priest. A priest 
— whether modern or of the Law—stands and offers 
sacrifices: our Lord is seated, for He is not sacrificing. 
“Every priest indeed standeth day by day ministering” 
(Heb. 10:11). The Tabernacle, the royal tent of God, 

- had the furniture of a tent—a table, a lamp, a fire- 
place, a bason of water; but it had no seat. To God 
and His priests there was no rest under.the Law; the 
work of redemption was ever doing, and never done. 
“The Lord thy God hath chosen [Levi] out of all thy 
tribes, to stand to minister’ (Deut. 18:5): “stand in 
the holy place according to the divisions of the fathers’ 
houses of your brethren” (2 Chron. 35: ») : “the priests 
could not stand to minister” (1 Kings 8:11). 

But our Priest is seated. “He, when he had offered 
one sacrifice, sat down”; a resting Priest, after a com- 
pleted sacrifice. Any priest now sacrificing is doing 
what Christ is not doing. Had one stitch in the robe 
of righteousness been unwrought—had one drop of 
purging blood been yet unshed—had one farthing of 
our debt been left unpaid, Christ would never have sat 
down; but so perfect is the sacrifice, so accomplished 

the righteousness, that Heaven itself sits with folded 
hands, in restful joy. 

2.—CALVARY’S SACRIFICE IS SOLITARY, UNIQUE, AND 
FINAL. “Every priest standeth offering oftentimes the 
same sacrifices’ (Heb. 10:11). Every priest offered, 
not ome sacrifice, but many: he offered, not once, but 
often: and he offered, not fresh sacrifices, but the same. 

Why (1) did he offer many? Because no sacrifice 
under the Law covered every sin. The fivefold of- 
ferings (Heb. 10:8); sacrifices for the priests, sacri- 
fices for the people (Heb. 7: 27); a lamb for a man, 
or a lamb for the nation: — every sacrifice was partial 
and limited. But this Priest’s offering covers ail sin. 
“He, when he had offered one sacrifice for sins, sat 
down” (See 1 John 2:2). 

. Why (2) did the priest offer often? Because no 
sacrifice under the Law atoned for ever. This year’s 
lamb was no atonement for last year’s sin: much less 
could any sacrifice*atone forward. But “He, when he 
had offered one sacrifice for ever, sat down.” _ 

Why (3) did the priest offer the same sacrifices? 
Because no sacrifice under the. Law cured the sin (Heb. 
10: 1-4). The same sins, repeated, called for the same 
sacrifices: “the which can never. take away sins.” 

But “He was manifested to take away sins” (1 John 
3:5), both removing their guilt, and breaking their 
power: “for by one offering he hath perfected for 

“ever” —the removal of the guilt— “them who are be- 
ing sanctified” (Alford) —the breaking of the power. 
Christ’s blood cures, as well as atones. Thus the Levit- 
ical sacrifices were numerous, because partial; fre- 
quent, because temporary; and repeated, because in- 
effectual: whereas Calvary is solitary, because com- 
prehensive; unique, because eternal; and final, because 
effective. 

3.—THE SACRIFICE AVAILS BECAUSE IT IS ENDED. 
“Now, where remission [of sins] is, there is no more 
offering for sin.” Why? Because God never demands 
a victim twice. One offering having been made for 
all sin, all sin-offering ceases: the world-penalty has 
been borne by a world-sacrificez God is satisfied with 
the work of the seated Priest: there is no more sacri- 
fice for sins. “Christ also, having been once for all 
offered to bear the sins of many” (Heb. 9:28), 
“through his own blood entered-in once for all” (Heb. 
9:12); so that “we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 
(Heb. 10: 10) ; and he therefore “needeth not daily to 
offer up sacrifices, for this he did once for all, when 
he offered up himself” (Heb. 7:27). 

To repeat Christ’s sacrifice is to charge it with fail- 
ure; to renounce the forgiveness of sins; to offer 
what none but he can offer without daring impiety 
(Heb. 9:14); and to subject him daily (which is im- 
possible) to the agonies of Calvary. “For Christ en- 
tered not into a holy place that he should offer him- 
‘self often; else must he often have suffered since the 


_ foundation of the world: but now ONCE FoR ALL at the 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES” 


end of the ages hath he been manifested to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb. 9: 25).4 

The perfection of the sacrifice is the cessation of 
its offering; and the cessation ‘of sin-offering is the 
conclusive proof of sin’s remission. The Priest is 
seated 2— therefore the work is done: He is seated 
with God — therefore we may be as satisfied as God: 
He has offered for the sins of the whole worid— 
therefore for ours: He has offered for every sin — 
therefore for our. worst: He has offered it for ever — 
therefore it is an everlasting pardon: He has offered 
it as God’s:cure for sin —therefore it alone can cure 
our sin: He has offered it once for all —therefore 
eternity holds no second salvation, “THE BLOOD OF 
Jesus Curist HIS SON CLEANSETH US FROM ALL SIN” 
(1 John 1:7). 


7 





2Rome says: “The Holy Eucharist is a true sacrifice, 
offered up by Jesus Christ, and offered by Himself daily 
through the ministry of the priest whenever the priest cele- 
brates Holy Mass.” Dr. Bruno’s “Catholic Belief,” p. 74 
The Scripture says: “Nor yet that he should offer himself 
often” —even Christ himself has never offered any sacri- 
fice since Calvary —“else must he often”—in ever fresh 
incarnations —“have suffered since the foundation of the 
world” (Heb. 9: 25)—in crucifixions -repeated on endless 
Calvaries. This is the deathblow of Sacerdotalism. The 
“priest” who is “offering” Christ is either inflicting on the 
Saviour, again and again, the agonies of Calvary; or. else 
he is engaged in a solemn and blasphemous mockery. It 
is a dilemma from which there is no-conceivable escape. 

2It is very startling to observe that the Roman Church, 
conscious of the acute danger of this passage, has deliber- 
ately altered it. ‘“Jerome’s Latin. Vulgate Bible reads (Heb. 
10 : 12) ‘sidit’. (sat down); the Roman Latin Vulgate reads 
‘sedet’ (sitteth): I have closely followed the published 
Roman Catholic translations made at the Douay and Rheims 
re ‘this Man offering one sacrifice sitteth’” (G. 


ck). 


Dr. Senft as a Friend 
) By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


fee call to his heavenly Home, last winter, of 
Frederic H. S€nft, the beloved President of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance, was one of the 
several deaths of notable missionary leaders or Bible 
teachers of our day that have saddened and impov- 
erished the Church on earth, while at the same time 
the Church is permanently enriched by the lasting fruits 
of their ministry. Dr. Griffith Thomas, Dr. Senft, 
Roger Whittlesey, Howard Dinwiddie, President 
Blanchard — it is hard to realize that these have passed 
from the experience “to live is Christ” to that of “to 
die is gain.” 

Many have paid their loving tribute to Dr. Senft, 


and I would add a personal one, with grateful re-. 


membrance of what he meant to me. 
I had occasion to go to Dr. Senft for his counsel 
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and prayer help in times of deepest personal need; and 
I was never disappointed. Not only that, but the way 
in which he lavished himself, his time, his strength, 
and his close personal attention to every detail of the 
need as though it were his own, and then gave himself 
unreservedly to laying hold of God in prayer for the 
meeting of that need, was a lesson in love and friend- 
ship and intercession for which I shall thank God 
through time and eternity. 

_The characteristics’ of this man of God stand out 
vividly as one thinks of his varied ministry through the 
years. He carried multitudinous burdens, —or rather, 
he let the Lord carry those burdens and himself. His 
responsibilities were many; yet he moved through them 
with the peace, and joy, and sure walk of one whose 
pe 4 supernatural and whose strength is that of the 

r 

Dr. Senft never lost his keen, sensitive joy in evan- 
gelism. I have seen him over and over again in public 
ministry, speaking or presiding at a meeting, and have 
watched the joy of the Lord surge through his whole 
being as he saw the Holy Spirit working in power to 
save the lost or sanctify the saved. He never became 

functory or “professional” in his spiritual duties, 

ch new manifestation of the working of: God seemed 
like a glad surprise to him; he realized that the Lord 
was making “all things new” continually. 

Yet this Christian leader, together with his deep 
spiritual life and continual heavenly vision, was a man 
of practical efficiency. He took into full account the 
necessary details of any piece of work that was in ~ 
hand, and demonstrated in his own life that the truly 
spiritual man is the most practical man. 

He was positive in his convictions, and did not hesi- 
tate to differ with others when he was conscientiously 
obliged to do so; yet he would do it with a smile, and 
with no break in fellowship. 

For some undeserved reason, God gave me the in- 
estimable privilege of knowing intimately Dr. A. B. 
Simpson and Dr. Senft, who walked together as col- 
leagues in the Alliance for many years, and whose 
intercession brought me blessings that will always re- 
main. At Old Orchard, New York, and Philadelphia 
I was taken into the fellowship of these prophets of 
God, at whose. feet I loved to sit and learn, and with 
whom I was shown the power of prevailing prayer. 


‘When Dr. and Mrs. Senft moved from Philadelphia 


to their new home at Tenafly, N. J., in order that he 
might be closer to the headquarters of the Alliance 
of which he had become the human head, we of the 
household of the faith in Philadelphia felt that we had 
sustained a loss indeed. And now that he has been 
moved to his heavenly Home, the loss is greater; but 
the gain outweighs the loss to him, and therefore, be- 
cause of Romans 8: 28, to the whole body of Christ in 
Heaven and on earth. Mrs. Senft and all her fellow 
Christians may well rejoice that the reunion with our 
loved ones in the presence of the Lord, at His coming, 
is very near indéed. 


PHILADELPHIA. 














The Tragic Story of Kirjath-Sepher’s Gates 


What Tell Mirsim’s ashes and debris tell of the once mighty Canaanite stronghold 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D 
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God’s Word contains history, and the only accurate history the world knows. 


Yet it does not claim tobe a com- 


plete history. Perhaps it is because we fail to appreciate this fact that the somewhat casual reference in Joshua 


15 : 17 to the capture of Kirjath-sepher by Othniet, the brother of Caleb, does not s 


gest to us a terrific assault. 


Yet written in the dust of Tell Mirsim is the record of the fierce struggle before whick this Canaanite_ stronghold 
fell, and Dr. Kyle makes real to us the story of the bitter conflicts that were fought for the possession of this 


ancient ‘‘ 


great Pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty of Egypt 

sat on the throne. The marvelous civilization of 
that land had already reached its zenith, perhaps had 
passed it, for the finest. works of art, the most stupend- 
ous monuments of engineering, the greatest advance in 
letters was already attained. The Ur Dynasty of 
Babylonia, of which we are learning so much just now 
from the excavations of the University of Oxford 
and the University of Pennsylvania, was in the day 
of its might and glory. The Hittites were emerging 
from the shadows out of which they appear to us, 
however they may have appeared to the ancient world. 

It was about the time, perhaps a little before the 
time, that the lonely figure, Abram, stalked out into 
history to leave behind* him such a trail of history, 
of civilization, and of religion. He had set his face 
toward the land of the Amorites. This is the land 
called Palestine now and far back before the time of 
Christ, so named for that mysterious people who came 
out of mystery and went out into mystery and left 
very little behind them but their name to the land. 
The rest of the world lay in the obscurity of the un- 
known. 

The south land, at least in Palestine, of that time 
was like feudal Europe in the Middle Ages, divided 
up into little monarchies, each with its royal city and 
its kinglet, and sometimes at least they rose to the 


|: WHAT seems to us the twilight of history, the 


town 


dignity of kings and strongholds. At this time a few 
people, a village perhaps or a small city, occupied the 
top of an isolated conical hill which overhung a beau- 
tiful valley to the north and looked away to another 
beautiful valley and far-away hills to the south. The 
site was most commanding, and easily fortified, and 
admirably located for the strategic movement of armies, 
They called the city Kirjath-sepher, and it rapidly 
grew to the greatness and importance which excites 
jealousy and increases danger. They resolved to build 
a_ wall and grow to real greatness. So they built it 
high and broad and strong,—they built as only the 
Canaanites knew how to build with rough uncut stone, 
so locked and interlocked that neither earthquake nor 
enemy could dislodge a stone except by the greatest 
violence. Thirty feet high they built it, and ten feet 
thick on the very steep north side: and fourteen feet 
on the more accessible south side. Solid clear through 
they made it of these irregular stones, and when the 
rubbish of ages is cleared away it still stands there in 
its rugged strength and greatness. Behind this wall 
they felt safe. 

Of course, a walled city must have gates; and a 
great city, great gates. They made one on the east 
and one on the west at Kirjath-sepher. The one on 
the east was the stopping place of a great roadway 
which still stretches for miles across the mountains 
and everywhere is marked by the big stones of Ca- 
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naanite masonry, and is still used in many places,— 
used indeed by the staff at the explorations in going 
back and, forth. The west gate opened out at a point 
where the valleys sloped away, both to the north and 
to the south, and thus this gate opened to the north, 
the west, and the south. , 

When the east gate was built they began the work 
by laying down a footing of cement two and a half 
feet thick. It was not what we now call concrete, 
rather a cement made of- a mixture of lime and sand, 
but it made a footing upon which the great stones of 
the foundation have rested, and there it still les after 
four millenniums. How great was the building at 
the gateway one may only surmise from the great- 
ness of its foyndation, for nothing else of it is now 
visible. It has either been utterly destroyed or has 
completely disappeared in subsequent building. But 
we do know that’ disaster overtook this first gateway 
and the first great wall. A PF meone layer of ashes 
and charcoal marks the end of the Early Bronze Age 
and the introduction of the Middle Bronze Age. in- 
deed, the very differentiation of these Ages shows that 
there was a decided break, else there would not have 
been the change from the one Age to the other. The 
great, strong, coarse pottery of the Early Bronze Age 
gives way to the lighter and much more handsome pot- 
tery of the Middle Bronze Age as clearly as the early 

ttery of Europe has been displaced by Limoges and 
Dolton. This change took place at Kirjath-sepher, 
about 1800 B. C. ; 

Those who burned this early gateway also besieged 
the walls and built fires against them which blazed 
up and blackened the lower and middle courses, and 
left a thin stratum of burned material around the 
foot of the wall. At Jericho and elsewhere in Pales- 
tine where this change from the Early Bronze to the 
Middle Bronze Age appears, this layer of ashes also 
appears. Some ruthless, conquering destroyer seems 
to have swept, a very besom of destruction, over this 
land at that time. it is very tempting to see some 
connection between this burning and the Hyksos in- 
vasion of Egypt which occurred at the same period. 
It is to be remembered also that the Patriarchs when 
in trouble in Palestine fled to these same Hyksos in 
Egypt. To see a historical connection between these 
events’ is little more than speculation; however, it is 
legitimate to speculate, if one keeps probability in view 
and does not cut loose from known facts. 

Now followed somewhat rapidly two different pe- 
riods of building in the Middle Bronze Age at the 
east gate. What was the occasion of rebuilding and 
who was the cause of it, does not appear. Like the 
remains of the first building, there is here also at the 
east gate only the lowest portions of the foundations. 
Yet in the slightly different alignment of the walls the 
history is plainly written. Now the Kirjath-sepherites 
set to work to make their city impregnable. Against 
the perpendicular wall they cast a great sloping heap 
of soil and clay beaten down, extending out about fif- 
teen feet from the bottom of the wall and sloping up 
by a convex surface to a point on the wall about twenty 
feet high. This clay wall thus heaped against the stone 
wall they now covered with a strong, big stone Ca- 
naanite revetment wall. This revetment was not only 
convex on the surface, but also extended along in a 
series of curves so that an enfilading fire of arrows 
and slingstones could be directed upon almost every 
point. Then to this revetment was added at very fre- 
quent intervals towers and bastions and buttresses. 

What a magnificent sight this wall must have been 
when in a complete state! Such was the wall that 
confronted the spies, if they came this way, or con- 
fronted them somewhere else, if they did not come this 
way,—and called forth from them the frightened 
exclamation, that the cities were “walled up to heaven.” 
Verily as one approaches this mountaintop today frém 
north or south, the skyline seems to rest right upon 
the top of it all around. To take such a city was a 
Herculean task. No wonder it is said that Joshua and 
the whole army of Israel went up to Kirjath-sepher 
and took it. No wonder, either, that Caleb, in seek- 
ing to find an officer who could command at the taking 
of such a city of the ancient world offered such a prize 

(Josh. 15: 13-19). 

But the city was taken; the evidences of the great 
disaster that overtook the city when assaulted by 
Othniel are everywhere,—in the débris within the 
city walls, in the High Places, and about the ancient 
shrines which the Israelites threw down, and espe- 
cially: at the great gateway on the east. A thick 
stratum of ashes appears at a certain level; everything 
below that level is Canaanite, everything above it is 
Israelite. After burning the city gates, throwing down 
the High Places and completely vanquishing the city, 
the Israelites began to rebuild it: At least two periods 
of building by them are clearly to be seen, but whether 
it was from destruction or from some other reason 
one may only surmise. It may be that Cushan-risha- 
thaim, whom Othniel as Judge defeated when he de- 
livered Israel, burned in part at least Othniel’s city 
Kirjath-sepher before he was finally driven off in de- 
feat. Or it is quite as possible that Shishak, who de- 
vastated the fenced cities of Judah, included this old 
fortress among his victories. It is significant that the 
last building seems to have ‘been somewhere about the 
time of Rehoboam and Jeroboam and Shishak. 

Now for a long. time, three times as long as. the 
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American Republic has lived, Kirjath-sepher seems to 
have continued in prosperity and greatness. The High 
Places were built over, in part at least upon their ex- 
act old sites, and:the sacred pillars reused for other 
buildings. Was there a superstitious awe of them or 
of disturbing them, or did the householder to whom 
the site belonged simply accommodate himself to stones 
in situ? At any rate, these stones were largely reused 
in buildings exactly where they had stood and the 
rooms were arranged to follow the lines thus formed. 


During all the play and counterplay of Assyrian and 
Egyptian invaders, Kirjath-sepher, so far to the one 
side of the direct line of march, remained unsubdued, 
indeed unassailed. Then at last came the dreadful day 
of doom. That ruthless troubler of the nations, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, not satisfied with the devastation of the 
capital city, swept down upon these walled cities of 
Judah, resolved to leave the hapless people of this un- 
happy land no opportunity ever again to raise the head 
of rebellion, razed the fenced cities of this southland 
and among them this great fortress at Kirjath-sepher. 
So great was the desolation he“left behind him that 
from that day these cities were not again rebuilt for 
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twelve hundred years. For from the Late Iron Age, 
600 B. C., until Byzantine times, A. D. 600, no traces 
of civilization have been left’ here. Neither Greeks 
nor Maccabeans nor Romans seriously built here, and 
even in Byzantine times there was but a scattering 
occupation of the site of Kirjath-sepher. 

But it is of the tragic story of these gates and walls 
that we are now thinking. Those were dreadful days 
for Kirjath-sepher. The great heaps-of ashes and 
calcined limestones from the: walls of the gateway 
and the evidence of the terrific heat in the passage- 
way from the upper structure burning and falling down 
into it testify to the fierceness of the struggle at that 
point. Yet Nebuchadnezzar does not seem to have 
broken it here. It was rather: at the great west gate, 
now so utterly demolished that little more than the hole 
where it was remains near the surface to tell of the 
gate that once was. Only as we dig far down into 
the débris do ‘we find evidence of the great structure, 

_ The great city had fallen, and only now in the twen- 
tieth century have those come who lay before the 
world once again its ancient greatness. 

TELL Mirsim. 








Exodus, the Book of Deliverance 








Gleams of the Gospel seen in the next three months’ studies in the International 


Uniform Lessons, beginning July 4. 








As we study the International Uniform Lessons in Exodus for the next th 


see more t the history of God’s. 


months, it is important that we shou 


ree 
Chosen People. Rather, shall we not see in God's dealings 


ld 

with them the 

steps by which he deals with us, redeeming us by the blood of his spotless Lamb, and bringing us out of bondage into 
the 


lorious liberty and inheri 
in Exodus, a 
may be had from 


i ke Book of Genesis is family history. 
The Book of Exodus is national history. 

Individuals, families, clans are now organized into 
a nation. The head of the family as the priest, which 
was entailed in the gift of the birthright, as we saw 
in Genesis, now gives way to the*institution of the 
Levitical Priesthood. The family altar is replaced 
by the Tabernacle 

In Genesis, God gives Jacob a new name when he 
appears to him at Peniel, but when God appeared to 
Moses in the burning bush it was to reveal to him the 
work he was to’do for the nation. In Genesis long 
accounts are given of individuals and God’s personal 
dealings with them, but in Exodus even as great a man 
as Moses is only dealt with because of his connection 
with the national life of Israel, therefore we see that 
not the problem of individual lite, but the greater prob- 
lems of national issues, is the main theme of Exodus. 

.As this Exodus, or “going out,” of the people was 
accomplished only through redemption, we see the type 
fulfilled in the life of Christ, who finished the work 
that Moses only began. In Luke 9:30, 31, we read 
that at the time of the Transfiguration there appeared 
to Jesus this same Moses with Elias, and they talked 
of his decease, the literal meaning of which is exodus, 
“going out,” which Christ shouid accomplish, complete, 
or completely fulfill, at Jerusalem. So we see most 
clearly that our redemption is as Israel’s was by blood, 
not of bulls and of goats which could never sanctify, 
but_by the precious blood of Christ (Heb. 9: 12-15). 

The meaning of the word Exodus is, “Going out,” 
and Exodus is a continuation of the first book of the 
Bible, Genesis, which means, “Beginning.” 

Exodus has neither beginning nor ending, but is a 
continuation of God’s message to man, and is followed 
immediately by Leviticus, the Book of the Law. 

It is easily divided into the following parts by chap- 
ters: 


1. The Bondage of Israel (chap. 1, 2). 

2. The Deliverer in Moses (chaps. 3, 4). 

3. The Opposition of Pharaoh (chaps. 5-11). 

4. The Result of the Passover (chap. 12). 

5. ag Guidance and Protection of Jehovah (chaps. 
13, 14). 

6. The Murmuring and Rebellion of the People 
(chaps. 15-18). 

7. The Judgment Pronounced and the Law Given 
(chaps. 19-23). 

8. The Pardon Bestowed and Tabernacle set up 
(chaps. 24-40). 

The key word of Exodus is,— “Passover”; and 
the key text is chapter 12: 11,—“Ye shall eat it, in 
haste, it is the Lord’s Passover”; and its meaning or 
fulfillment is found in 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8. | : 

In the New Testament, the Book of Galatians, is 
the explanation of Exodus, and should be read in con- 
nection with it, and Hebrews is almost wholly taken 
> in explaining the old Types, ceremonies, and sacri- 

ces. . 

The Book of Genesis spells failure. In every test 
God applied to man he fell. Ficst, innocence with a 
simple command. Second, under promise with a con- 


tance in the Lord Jesus Christ 2 Toward this end, as 

ion from ‘* The Gospel in Exodus,’’ by Eleanor Herr Boyd, is reprinted. The book 

Sunday School Times Company, either separately or in combination as indicated in the 
accompanyiny list of books. . 


of 


science. Third, under government. Fourth, by a cov- 
enant, and so on, and yet, — The Fall, the Flood, Babel, 
and Egypt, all witness to the failure of the human race, 

Now in Exodus we see God stepping in with his 
remedy and his provision. Redemption by blood, 
deliverance by power. Only when man comes to an 
end of his resources can God take him up and do for 
him, for only then will man ever yield to God and sub- 
mit and obey. Therefore Israel in Egypt had to come 
to the end of their ability to do aught for themselves 
before they would leave all and follow him. 


An Inexpensive Library on the 
Old Testament 


FIVE books or booklets are especially recommended 
by The Sunday School Times as an adequate and 
well balanced, yet inexpensive little library for teachers 
on the International Sunday School Lessons in the 
Old Testament, continuing until the close of 1926. 

The first book mentioned below will be found particu- 
larly useful in connection with the next three months’ 
lessons in Exodus, while the others will be found of 
value for the lessons to the end of 1926 covering the pe- 
riod of the early leaders of Israel, from Moses to Sam- 
uel, as well as in succeeding years when the history of 
Israel and Judah is to be completed. 

The books may be purchased from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, separately at 
the prices given (a total of $3.66), or at the special 
price of $3, postpaid, for the set of five 


The Gospel in Exodus. By Eleanor Herr Boyd. The second 
volume of a series of studies compiled that the reader may 
see how thoroughly the Gospel is interwoven throughout 
the entire Scriptures, and how impossibie it is for one to 
understand ‘and rightly interpret the New Testament with- 
out a knowledge of the Old. An invaluable booklet with 
outlines, lesson questions, and a full treatment of the doc- 
trines and spiritual truths that are foreshadowed in types 

5 and figures. The principal themes: Redemption by Blood, 
and Sanctification by Power. s0 cents; postage, 5 cents. 

The Book of Books and Its Books, Volume 2, The Penta- 
teuch. By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp. Studies in outline 
and analysis. Interleaved with alternate blank pages for 
notes and particularly adapted for class work. 35 cents; 
postage, 4 cents; or $3.50 a dozen; postage, 35 cents. 

Analytical Outlines of the Old Testament. By Margaretta 
M. Haig. Contains a series of well thought-out outlines of 
the books and periods of Old Testament history, and has 
been written with the additional design of making it par- 
ticularly useful for teacher-training classes. $1; postage, 10 
cents. 


Chart of Jewish National History. By E. H. and S. J. 
Byington. A wonderfully concise pocket chart, showing the 
progress, divisions, and kings and prophets of Israel and 
Judah from the time of Abraham to the birth of Christ 
and after, Scholars will appreciate individual copies. 25 
cents; postage, 2 cents; or $2.50 a dozen; postage, 20 cents 


Your Study Bible. By John Weaver Weddell, DD. A 
marvelously enriching series of Bible studies, giving won- 
derful unfoldings of the message of the books, until the 
Bible has been searched out from Genesis to Revelation, 
Separate chapters for each book, marked texts, and mar- 
ginal notes. Fully indexed. $1.25; postage, 10 cents. = 
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Lesson for July 4 
Exodus 1 : 1-14 
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LESSON 1. JULY 4. ISRAEL ENSLAVED IN EGYPT 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus I : 1-14 
Golden Text.—Jehovah will not cast off his people.—Psalm 94: 14 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


6 E HATH sent redemption unto his people; 
he hath commanded his covenant for ever: 
holy and reyerend is his name” (Psa, 111: 9). 
Oh, hear my cry, be gracious now to me; 
Come, great deliverer, come! 
My soul, bowed down, is longing now for thee; 
Come, great deliverer, come! 
: Fanny J. Crosby. 
The Historical Setting 
Nothing in ancient history is more uncertain than 
Egyptian chronology. It is well to remember this 
when we read confident statements regarding the Pha- 
raoh of the Exodus, for example. far, only one 
reference to the Israelites has been found on Egyptian 
monuments. This is on the Stele of Merneptah where 
it simply says “They are no more.” The identity of 
the Pharaoh of the Oppression has not yet been es- 
tablished. The following seem to be fairly well proven 


_ facts gleaned from Egyptian history. 


‘1. There was a ice when northern Egypt was 
ruled by a race of foreign kings, known as the Hyk- 
sos, or iy eek It was under one of these alien 
rulers that Joseph rose to power. It should, however, 
be understood that this theory, attractive though it is, 
rests only upon, some statements of the Jewish his- 


_torian Josephus. I shall follow this theory in these 


lessons, but please remember it is only a theory. It 
seems to fit the Bible facts well. The source of Jo- 
ptian named Manetho 
who wrote about 270-250 B. The latest authority 
for Jewish history regards Manetho’s work favor- 
ably, as far %. it refers to the Hyksos.” But other 
fragments of his writings are more legendary, and no 
monument confirmation of the rule of the Hyksos has 
yet been discovered. 

2. Ahmes, the viceroy of Thebes, along with other 
patriots revolted, éxpelled the Hyksos, and founded 
the eighteenth dynasty. Ahmes was the new king 
“which knew not Joseph.” His daughter is the prin- 
cess referred to in Exodus 2:5. Her brother Amen- 
hotep I was the king in whose reign Moses was born. 
And the Pharaoh of the Exodus was Thotmes. This 
scheme is known as the long chronology. And it has 
the great recommendation that it fits in well with the 
Bible chrorology. We may therefore unhesitatingly 
adopt it, for the chronology of the Old Testament is 
so detailed and, with the exception of a single half- 
ceritury, so complete, that we may well use it as a 
system of standard time by which to test the schemes 
of heathen history instead of reversing the process, 
as is too often done. 

A different scheme for the Exodus is, however, often 
used in commentaries and therefore needs reference 
here. This is known as the short chronology. In it 
the Pharaoh of the Oppression was Rameses II, the 
Pharaoh of the Exodus his son Merneptah, and the 
Exodus took place about 1300. The main evidence for 
this identification rests on the occurrence of the name 
of Rameses II on many of the inscriptions in cities 
which the Israelites built. But (1) these cities may 
have been rebuilt after the Exodus. And (2) Rameses 
has been proved to have substituted his name for that 
of a predecessor on some occasions, and may have done 
it on many. 


Chronology of the Book 


From God’s appearance to, and covenant with, Abra- 
ham to the Exodus was 430 years (Gal. 3:17). 

From the data furnished by the Book of Genesis 
we may learn that from that promise (Gen. 1:22) to 
the death of Joseph, a period of 286 years elapsed. 
Therefore the period of the Egyptian oppression was 
430 to 286 B. C., or 144 years. 

The first five verses of Exodus 1 refer back to the 
time from the going down into Egypt to the death of 
sonenh, a stretch of 70 years (Gen, 41:20, 46; 45:6; 
50: 22). 

Of the 144 years, 80 are covered by the lifetime of 
Moses, as we shall see. That leaves an interval of 
64 years from 1:7 to 2:2, We may set these results 
in tabular form thus: 
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The Message and Contents of the Book 
Genesis tells the story of selection. It describes how 
God chose out one people to be the channel of bless- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 94 : 10-17. 
Reference Material: Genesis 15: 12-16; Acts 7: oe 
Primary Topic: A Wicked King is Cruel to God’s People. 
Lesson Material: Exodus 1: 8-r4. 
Memory Verse: What time I am afraid, I will put my trust 
in thee.—Psa. 56: 3. 
Junior Topic: The Israelites Become Slaves. 
Lesson Material: Exodus 1; 8-14. 
Memory Verse: Psalm 56: 3. 
and Senior Topic: Israel Oppressed by a Despotic 


King. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Modern Forms of Oppres- 
sion. 











The: portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 8-14 
8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not 
Joseph. 9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people 
of the children of Israel are 1 more and mightier than we: 
10 come, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, 
and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, 
they also join themselves unto our enemies, and fight against 
us, and get them up out of the land. 11 Therefore they 
did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their 
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh store-cities, Pithom 
and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And 
they 2 were grieved because of the children of Israel. 13 And 
the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with 
rigor: 14 and they made their lives bitter with hard service, 
in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
eee 

re 
2Qr, too many and too mighty for us. 2 Or, abhorred. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ing to the whole earth. Exodus tells the story of Re- 
demption.: It shows the chosen people first of all under 
an intolerable servitude and then delivered out of the 
hands of their oppressors. It also shows the solemn 
truth that redemption is twofold. There is first re- 
demption by blood and then redemption by power. 
When God’s ultimate judgment falfs upon guilty Egypt 
the first requisite for his people is a shelter from the 
storm. This is provided by the Paschal lamb. Be- 
cause Exodus is a book of redemption in its great 
historical exhibition it is also a book of immense spir- 
itual significance. For’ Exodus, like the rest of the 
Old Testament, is not merely history, but history re- 
corded with a purpose. The things that were “written 
aforetime were written for our learning’ (Rom. 15: 
4). The Book of Exodus brings before us some of 
the most important types, concerning the person and 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ, that are to be found 
in the whole of the Pentateuch. 

An analysis of the book may be made as follows. 
But I would strongly urge that every teacher should 
take a few minutes to make an analysis for him or 
herself. One’s own bit of work is so much more 
helpful than anybody else’s. 


1. Oppression (chaps, 1 to 4). 

2. Intervention (chaps. 5 to 11). 

3. Deliverance (chaps. 12 to 15). 

4 Journey to Sinai (chaps. .16 to 19). 

5. Law (chaps. 20 to 23). 

6. Privilege (chap. 24). 

7. Offerings for the Tabernacle (chaps. 25 to 31). 
8. Apostasy (chap. 32). 

9. Mercy and restoration of the Law (chaps. 33, 34). 
10. The Tabernacle (chaps. 35 to 40). 


The Expository Meaning 

Verse 5.—Seventy souls. See Genesis 46:27 and 
Deuteronomy 10:22, Acts 7:14 says 75, but this 
perhaps includes the wives of Joseph’s nephews. 

Verse 6.—Joseph died. Their last link with Canaan 
seemed to be broken. And when they finally did re- 
turn thither, it was not relying wpon any human aid. 
God stripped them of all their hopes that they might 
learn to trust only in him. - 

Verse 8.—New king, i. e., Ahmes. Behind this po- 
litical revolution was the working of the divine Prov- 
idence (Acts 7:17). If God’s purposes were to be 
accomplished the people must be shaken loose from 
Egypt. That is a process God often has to use. And 
he will soon do it yet more terribly (Heb. 12:26). 
“For we have not here an abiding city” (Heb. 13: 14). 


Verse 10—Deal wisely, 4. e., craftily.. The craft 
consisted in seeking to impress a nation of shepherds 
and agriculturists into work to which they were un- 
accustomed, and which was specially trying under the 
climatic conditions. Two objects were aimed at: first, 
to carry out some of the magnificent works for which 
Egypt has become famous, and second, to weaken and 
deplete a hardy race of people. Any war. A very 
great danger for Egypt just then especially on the 


northwestern frontier where the land of Goshen (Gen. 
47:6) was. Beyond that frontier the dispossessed 
Hyksos were still hovering in the desert watching 
for their opportunity. Joimed themstlves unto ow 
enemies. It is probable that the Hyksos were a Sem- 
itic race and therefore akin to the Israelites. 


Verse 11.—Storecities, i, e., arsenals. To form the 
base for Egyptian armies operating against the Shep- 
herds. Pithom, near the modern Tel el Kebir, Rameses 
is mentioned in the Egyptian texts where its building 
is ascribed to Rameses II. (See Historical Setting.) 
It is probably near Belbeis but has not yet been dis- 
covered. The Septuagint, which is a Greek version 
of the Old Testament made in Egypt, adds that the 
Israelites also built “On which is Heliopolis,” 


Verse 12.—Were grieved. The Hebrew verb is a 
very expressive one. It means, literally, to be sick. 
Its secondary meanings include the ideas of being 
strangled and of fearing. Probably it signifies that 
the Egyptians: were cramped and prevented from 
spreading out their settlements into the extremely fruit- 
ful land of Goshen. And also that they were really 
afraid of the growing numbers and power of this 
hardier and purer race. Nothing makes people so 
cruel as fear, 


The Homiletical Form 


1. The cruelty of fear (v. 9). 
2. The cruelty of craftiness (v. 10). 
3. The cruelty of gain (v. 11). 
4. The folly of cruelty (v. 12). 


A contented and friendly Israel would have been an 
almost impregnable bulwark against the Hyksos. While 
if they had ultimately gone out at God’s command 
they would have been useful allies in their new home, 


The Topical Values 


1. The value of a man of God. Each person care- 
fully noted. They are remembered, not because of 
what they were, but in spite of what they were. 

2. The solidarity of the household in God's. sight. 
Grace is not hereditary. Eternal salvation does not 
depend upon what our parents are or were. The child 
of a bad man need not be lost because his father was 
bad. Nor will the child of a good man necessarily be 
saved because of his father’s goodness. But earthly 
privilege and position and opportunity are great gifts 
of God. The child growing up in a Christian home 
has big advantages. Write down some of them, 

3. The Israelites were specially fruitful (v. 7). 
This was in part, no doubt, a direct miracle. But, 
just like so many of God’s miracles, this seems to 
have just been the working out of an ordinary law of 
nature under favorable conditions. “Godliness is prof- 
itable for all things” (1 Tim. 4:8). The Israelites 
were worshipers of the one living and true God. And 
this made for national as well as individual purity. 
They had good blood in the best sense of the word. 

4. Affliction does not mean that one has been for- 
gotten by God, nor even that one is out of the line of 
his will. “Blessed is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion” (Jas. 1:12). Not the man who escapes it. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ was in the direct line of his Father’s 
will when he was driven by the Holy Spirit (Mark 1: 
12) into the desert to be tempted. Temptation may 
be either moral or circumstantial. Usually it is both. 
When our circumstances are perplexing and difficult 
or when our bodily health is weak the Devil fre- 
quently launches his severest attacks. In Egypt God’s 
people were deprived of Joseph, their natural protector, 
and of the kings who might be supposed to have some 
feelings of gratitude toward Joseph’s kinsmen, They 
were victims of wicked and premeditated cruelty. But 
God was drawing near to them in these very circum- 
stances, God’s purpose was clearly twofold. He 
wanted to teach his people to rely only upon himself. 
And he wanted to deliver them completely and forever. 

This is still his purpose with us. He removes a 
loved and trusted teacher, or some one whom we truly 
love, and it seems to us as though we were bereft 
and helpless indeed. Yet Paul said to his friends at 
Philippi, “as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” 
(Phil. 2:12). They had lost Paul, but God remained, 


Years recede; the Christ abideth, 

Time and change may do their worst; 
All is ours, for Thou remainest, 

Thou art Last as well as First. 


Yet with all this we may still pray as he taught 
us, who knows our weakness better than we know it 
ourselves, “Lead us not into temptation” (Matt. 6:13). 
No Christian will wish to enter into temptation. No 
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Christian need shrink when God allows him to be 
placed under trial, 

5. It is noteworthy that in this first chapter the 
name Jehovah does not occur. It seems as if the 
Israelites had already to some extent forsaken God 
(Josh. 24:14; Ezek, 20:5, 7, 8; 23:8). Therefore 
the oppression had in it an element of chastisement. 
Had no oppression happened the people were in danger 
of becoming identified with Egypt. So in the Chris- 
tian Church, persecution has always been a time of 
sifting and often of blessing. Consider the applicabil- 
ity of this to what is happening in China today. 
we read on in these chapters we shall find the covenant 
name of Jehovah introduced in chapter 3 and gradu- 
ally assuming more and more prominence up to chap- 
ter 7:13. s God's help becomes more clear so his 
covenant name becomes more frequent. Let us ob- 
Pr the beautiful suggestiveness and opportuneness 
of this, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the follewing issue? 


HAT political changes in Egypt coincided with the 
events referred to in Exodus? 


2. What are the themes (1) historical and (2) spiritual 
dealt with in the Book of Exodus? 


3. How many years lie between the last verse of Genesis 
and the eighth verse of the second chapter of Exodus? 


4 How long had Joseph lived in Egypt? 


5. What last evidence of his faith in God’s promise to his 
fathers as well as his understanding of God's providence 
in this Egyptian sojourn did Joseph give? 


6. How long did Joseph’s bones wait for burial in his 
native land? 


7. What promise given to Abraham, and repeated to Isaac 
and Jacob, had been fulfilled for the children of Israel? 


8. From how many souls had Israel increased so mightily 
as to make Pharaoh tremble for his own authority? 


9. What detail of Egyptian life is revealed in this story 
that is in accordance with recent discoveries in that land? 


10. Who was the Pharaoh of the oppression? 

11x. Who were the Hyksos? : 

12, How often had Israel been in bondage before? 

13. What was the cause of Israel’s Egyptian bondage? 

14. Were the causes of later captivities the same? 

15. Is Israel out of bondage now? 

16. Why did-God allow the Egyptians to afflict his people? 

17, State some of the reasons why God permits affliction 
to fall upon his people today. 

18. Aside from going back to Canaan, what other great 
purpose was there in the Exodus? y 


19. Where do we find the term “furnace of affliction”? 


20. For what purposes in the divine plan are the furnaces 
of affliction? Answer in a line of a very familiar and 
greatly beloved hymn, 


21. How did Moses poetically refer to the breaking up of 
the Israelites in Egypt? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charlies Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoRRELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other sources. 











F WE make Israel the center of our correlation, we 

shall have here the first of the captivities of God's 
people with which the other captivities may be corre- 
lated. The causes and results of these captivities may 
be compared with those that are revealed here, and Is- 
rael may be studied from the viewpoint of a people 
chosen of God but permitted to be overthrown by their 
enemies, usually of their sins which are plainly 
set forth. But the ear of God has not been deaf when 
his oppressed people have called upon him, and the 
record is incomplete without the story of his marvel- 
ous deliverances. It need not be overlooked, too, that 
Israel is still in the world in the captivity of the great 
sin of the rejection of her Messiah, and that when she 
turns unto God there awaits her an even greater de- 
liverance than the one from Egyptian bondage. 

In addition to this story of the earthly people of 
God there is also the record of the oppressions and de- 
liverances of God’s heavenly people, the Church, and 
this may profitably be referred to in such detail as the 
eacher may desire. There are parallels that may be 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from Tae School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Third Quarter 
1. July 4.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt.......... Exodus 1: 1-14 
2. July 11.—Childhood and Education of Moses 
Exodus 2: 1-10; Acts 7 : 22 
3. July 18—The Call of Moses........ Exodus 2:11 to 4:18 
4 July 25.—The Passover.............. Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36 
5. August 1.—The Deliverance at the Red Sea 
Exodus 13 : 17-22; 14: 10-16 
6. August 8—The Giving of the Manna....Exodus 16 : 1-36 
7. August 15.—Jethro’s Wise Counsel...... Exodus 18 : 1-27 
8. August 22—The Ten Commandments: Duties to God. 


Exodus 19:1 to 20:11 - 


9. August 29—The Ten Commandments: Duties to Man 
: Exodus 20 : 12-21 
10. September 5.—The Tent of Meeting............ Exodus 33 
11. September 12.—Gifts for the Tabernacle 
Exodus 35 :4 to 36:7 
12. September 19.—Obedience to Law. (Temperance 
BOGOR) 655i ve wav eR ind ss cdrccccedesbocveres Leviticus 26 
13. September 26.—Review: Early Leaders of Israel 








traced between the history of Israel in the world and 
the history of the Church in the same world, even 
though the mission of the two is different. 

Should it be desirable in the thought of the teacher 
to find modern parallels of the Egyptian oppression 
in the social and economic sphere, there are many to 
be found even lasting over into our own day; and the 
personal suggestion comes te all men in this sphere 
not to be found fighting against Him who always loves 
righteousness and hates. iniquity, and who ever stands 
“within the shadow, keeping watch above his own.” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Great Change.—There arose a new king... 
who knew not Joseph (v. 8). When we had these 
Joseph lessons before we had a lively discussion in the 
Iron Rose Class when I asked, “What, in your opin- 
ion, was the greatest and most satisfactory day in 
the life and experience of Joseph?” - The men had 
their own ideas, most of them thinking it was the day 
he was exalted by Pharaoh to the second place. I 
contended it was the day when he gave all the family 
fine farms in the land of Goshen. I backed my opin- 
ion with this Scripture: Acts a As they lived 
there in the lowlands upon the fat of the land, do not 
neglect to notice that while there arose a king who 
knew not Joseph, there had apparently grown up a 
new generation who knew not Joseph’s God. It seems 
to this writer that this was the principal thing that 
was the matter with the Israelites and the cause of 
their slavery and trouble. Just how far their easy 
imes and prosperity had carried them away from their 
‘Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” moorings, their behavior 
later clearly shows. Take that golden calf affair as 
an exhibit in the case (Exod, 32: 1-6). Its parallel is 
ound only in black heathendom. f course, Pharaoh 
did not know “Joseph”— could he be expected to? 
If some new mayor should-come to the “throne” here 
in Coatesville and find the teacher of the Iron Rose 
Bible Class putting on an Aphrodite show up at the 
Opera House, do you think he would know “Joseph” 
as he ordered the police to “pull” the show? God 
could easily. have made Pharaoh’s heart soft toward 
the Joseph colony had they retained the Joseph char- 
acteristics. God can do nothing for a people who go 
back on him. He-.can only knock them all the way 
round. This is what he eventually did with this 
Goshen-spoiled crowd. It was some job and wound up 
with dying off the original emigrants out there in the 
desert. Sin is the root of trouble everywhere. 


‘The Dangers of Prosperity.—The more they af- 
flicted them, the more they multiplied (v. 12). Where 
do we find our big families? Down close to the bread 
line, Nature gets busy when she is threatened. Aus- 
tralia tried to get rid of rabbits, but the more they 
“afflicted” them the more they multiplied. If you have 
ever tried to get rid of rodents and other pests, you 
know how it is. Of_course, we all think of the brick 
yard experiences of*these people, but that sort of work 
would develop them into a fine people physically. There 
is no “gym” to equal an old-fashioned brick yard. I 
know, for I worked in Dick Strode’s brick yard over 
in Midway, and developed a physique that was held 
in wholesome respect by the “roughnecks” of the very 
Rock Run where for years I have had a live little Sun- 


‘day-school that has cleaned up the place morally just 


as I sometimes tried to “clean it out” physically! A 
brick yard wild brier blossomed into a  Sunday- 
school “Roser.” Never despair of the boy. No, in- 
deed, the brickmaking, even with a “without straw” 
decree was not these Israelites’ trouble, — but their get- 
ting away from‘the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob. Yes, a losing of their grip on God. Work, hard 
work, rarely hurts anybody. A good night’s sleep — 
and oh, how you can sleep when you work! — usually 
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makes a new man for another day. It is sin and worry 
that use folks up. “Casting all your care upon him.” 
Never have any illusions about that Egyptian bond- 
age. “There’s a reason.” Like some other folks, the 
Israelites couldn’t stand prosperity. Had Joseph planted 
them near the sand hills instead of in rich meadows 
there had been a different story most likely, For 
remember; it was in the desert sands where God made 
them a nation in forty: years. 


Quitters.—The Egyptians made the children of 


Israel to serve with rigor (v. 13). Yow better believe- 


they did! You foolish “Israelites” whe a while ago 
were blessed in being of the “chosen people,” and were 
active in church and Sunday-school, — and then married 
out or prospered out or froze out of the old “Joseph” 
condition so effectively that “Pharaoh” did: not know 


you, you can just better guess the “Egyptians” are - 


making you serve with rigor. One of-my gifts is that 
of observation—TI sta out to be a naturalist with 


old Dr. Leidy —then I have inherited from my mother | 


a good memory of a certain sort. “Why, you don’t 
forget anything!” exclaim my friends. I forget lots, 
of course —can’t remember names with their faces to 
save my life. But as for the details of events and of 
what I read I am peculiar. Now, listen, all you Sun- 
day-school and church folks! I have néver known a 
man or woman’ who dro out of the “Joseph” es- 
tate in the “land of Goshen” because of worldliness 
and coldness and the loosing of the grip on the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and J who was not later found 
serving with rigor with the “Egyptians.” I have just 
returned from a trip West. Across the street from 
where I was entertained was the home of a very rich 
man of national fame. Wealth took him out of the 
church. His: children are “absolutely. unspeakable” 
according to neighbors. “He himself is a drunkard 
and his home a little hell.” I know other similar 
bo about looking back from the plough handles 
(Luke 9:62). If the “Egyptians” do not put the “old 
folks” under the lash, the boys and-girls get it. We 
find them by the hundreds in those institutions made 
to hide the wrecks. For ong own- sake, for the chil- 
dren’s sake, for the family’s sake, keep yourself tied 
fast to your. God and your church and fool the “Egyp- 
tians.” 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet papleme the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must- reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 





ry 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are’ 


specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


For the lesson of December 19, illustrations 

are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 

Luke 2:8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Samuel, 
the Just Judge.” 


Paul’s Persuasion.—Jchovah will not cast off his 
people (Golden Text). D. L. Moody used to tell 
about a man who was dying during the Civil War. 
He was asked of what persuasion he was. He replied: 
“Paul's.” “What! Are you a Methodist? They all 
claim Paul.” “No.” “Are you a Presbyterian then? 


They claim Paul, too.” “No.” “Of what persuasion — 


are you then?” “I am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day."—From the Swedish Standard. Sent by 
David A. Anderson, Marvin, S. D. 


Not Cast Off.—Jehovah will not cast off his people 
(Golden Text). A young woman in Glasgow was 
once in great distress of mind; her circumstances were 
dark and perplexing; everything that was happening 
deepened her conviction of sin, so that she concluded 
God was casting her-off. One day in her grief she 
remembered that the Bible had been her father’s refuge 
in calamity. “Has it no word for me?” she wondered. 
Opening the Book she read: “Thou hast destroyed 
thyself; but in me is thine help.” Audibly she asked, 
£ art thou?” The still, small voice within an- 
swered, “I am Jesus,” as distinctly as when he spoke to 
Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus road. God’s own 
Son had spoken to her, and she knew she was not cast 
off, but “accepted in the beloved.” That was over 
forty years ago and that young woman (still young) 
is writing this—Sent by Kate McNeill, Nelson, B. C., 
Can. 


He Will Hold Me Fast.—Jehovah will not cast off 
his people (Golden Text). When I speak of grit and 
grip, I always think of Rudyard Kipling. When he 
was a boy his father took him to sea [Early one 
morning the adventurous Kipling was seen by an of- 
ficer hanging by his hands from the yard arm over the 
waves. The officer rushed below, awoke Rudyard’s 
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Lesson for July 4 
Exodus 1 : 1-14 


father, and shouted, “Your son is hang- 
ing from the yard arm, and if he lets go 
he’ll be drowned.” “Ah,” said the -father, 
“but he'll not let go,” and he turned in 
his berth and went to sleep. “He won't 
let go,’ and he didn’t. I wish that could 
be said of you; it can without fear be 
said of God. His hold is fast—From 
Haunted Heart. Sent by W. Haslam, 
Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


The Lamb’s Cry.—Jehovah will not 
cast off his people (Golden Text). Dr. 
Forsyth told the story of a friend of his 
who was taken over a sheep farm in 
Australia at the time of shearing, and 
hiw the guide took one little lamb from 
a pen and placed it:in a huge enclosure 
with some thousands of sheep, where the 
noise of the bleating sheep and the shout- 
ing of the shearers was deafening. The 
lamb remained still for a moment, then it 
cried, and its cry was answered by the 
mother at the other end-of the enclosure, 
along which the lamb walked to its 
mother, who came to meet it. “Do not 
imagine that you are beyond the reach 
of God,” said the doctor. “He sees you 
as if there were no other child in the 
whole world.”—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng. 


A Mere List of Names?—Jehovah will 
not cast off his people (Golden -Text). 
An old man who had lost the sight of his 
eyes sent for a friend to read Scripture 
to him. Instead of asking for a comfort- 
ing passage, he wanted a long, chronolog- 
ical list of names read to him. Weary- 
ing of reading the long names, his friend 
stopped, and said to him, “Why do you] 
want all these names read to you?” The 
other’s face lighted up as he exclaimed, 
“Those folks lived, and rejoiced, and suf- 
fered, and died centuries ago, but the Lord 
minds them every one! And he'll not 
forget me either!”—From Dr. Lux. Sent 
by Mrs. Howard Werntz, Murrysville, 
Pa. Prize illustration. 


The Jew and the Bible.—The more 
they afflicted them, the more they multi- 
plied (v. 12). In Geneva, over a century 
ago, Voltaire, the French infidel, sat 
writing a book which he said would de- 
molish the Bible forever, and that before 
a century there would not be a Bible on 
the face of the earth. During the last 
century over 200,000,000 volumes of the 
Book have been circulated, and Voltaire’s 
house is full from floor to ceiling, being 
the Bible Society’s Depot in Geneva, The 
Word of God grew and multiplied — 
From Five Hundred Gospel Incidents. 
Sent by William D. Combs, Oneida, N.Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E.-Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast ever been mindful of the needs of 
thy people. Thou hast quickened them into 
life and larger service under the hand of perse- 
cution. We thank thee that thou dost not for- 
get thy servants in any hour of need, and that 
the bondage which oppressors would exercise 
becomes the road to freedom for those who 
follow thee. Help us, we pray thee, in times 
when we seem to be hedged in by wicked 
opposition to remember thy ways with thy 
people, and to rejoice in every disclosure of 
thy power, especially in times when our Own 
weakness is a cause of concern to us. Our 
Father, we would trust thee fully, without 
reservations. In the name of the Lord Jesus 
we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson. — That new. king 
over Egypt certainly had the wrong idea! 
He invited his people to “deal wisely” 
with the Israelites. Looking back upon 
the wonderful story of God’s care of his 

ple, how foolish -was the wisdom of 
that king! Many an oppressor since that 
day has thought it “wise” to lay a heavy 
hand upon God’s people to crush them 
out, but out of just such oppression have 
come some of the most wonderiul bless- 
ings ever known in the history of God’s 
ancient people, and the people who have 
trusted him in these later years. “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” That 
is a great lesson to learn. Some of you 
may be suffering now from misunder- 
standings, and criticism, and even perse- 
cution in the home, in school, in business. 
Well, that’s just an opportunity for God 





to show how wonderfully he can work in 
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your life. Take a tennis ball and throw 
it to the ground. Does it stay there? 
Not at all. It rebounds; and the harder 
you throw it down, the higher it will 
bound! Are you like that in the elastic, 
vigorous, wonderful strength that the 
Lord Jesus gives? Well, all of us ought 
to be. And as we learn more about the 
history of the Israelites we shall see that 
the more they were oppressed, the more 
God did for them. hall we not trust 
him as we never have before? Let us 
pray. 





NOT DOWN AND @p 
PRAISE GOD! 











ww 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Thou hast been a shelter for me.” 
“O my soul, bless thou Jehovah.” 
“He will not let me fall.” 

“The touch of his hand.” 

“He promised to keep me.” 

“God will take care of you.” 

“Be not discouraged.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set’ to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Thou Hast Been a Shelter” (127 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-5. 
“Cast Thy Burden” (121 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 55 : 16-19, 22. 
“O God, Our Help” (178 : 1-5). 
Psalm 90 : 1-4, 12-17. 
“In His Service” (309:1,3). Psalm 149 : 1-5. 
“Under His Wings” (182: 1-4. Psalm.or : 1-11. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


PEND a few minutes talking about 
Jacob’s family, and how its members 
came to be in Egypt. They are called the 
children of Israel now. Do any of the 
class remember how Jacob’s name came 
to be changed to Israel? 
A long period of time has passed. and 
many changes have occurred since Joseph 
placed his father and brothers with their 





families in the land of Goshen. Joseph 
and his brothers have passed away, and 
with them, perhaps, the shepherd kings, 
that is, kings from the land of Canaan 
who reigned in Egypt about that time. 

The Children of Israel were still in 
Egypt. They had increased from a fam- 
ily of seventy persons to a great multitude 
of people just as God promised Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. They had become 
a mighty people, and, living in the rich 
pasture lands of Goshen, they had become 
satisfied in Egypt. But a king arose who 
knew not Joseph,: nor remembered his 
great service to Egypt. This king was 
jealous and afraid of these people in 
Goshen who were becoming so strong 
and numerous, and he tried to weaken 
them by afflicting them. But it was God 
who was making his people strong and 
mighty, and the Egyptians could not di- 
minish them. We read that “the more 
they afflicted them, the more they multi- 
plied and grew.” 

Then Pharaoh made them work hard 
in the fields and in the brick kilns. He 
had them build him cities. But still the 
people grew. Then Pharaoh passed a 
law that all the boy babies should be 
drowned in the river. Upon that the peo- 
ple began to cry unto God because of the 
bitter bondage. God heard them and re- 
membered his covenant with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. He had never intended 
for them to stay always in Egypt because 
it was not the.land he had promised to 
give their fathers. And perhaps the ver 
reason he had allowed Pharaoh to treat 
them so cruelly was that they might be- 
come so dissatisfied that he could lead 
them to the beautiful land he had given 
them for their very own as an everlast- 
ing possession. 

When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 

Has gathered thick and thundered loud, 

He near my soul has always stood, 

His loving kindness, oh, how good! 


Curnton, S. C. 


If you have much to do with boys, 
Mr. Howard’s book of sixty-one “Boy- 
Talks” will prove to be a very great 
help in what the talks contain, and in 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy life. It is issued by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at 1.50 (postage, 12 cents) a 
book of 216 pages. 

) 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “As an eagle stirreth up 
her nest.” 


Discussion: Let the fellows talk frankly 
about the thinge which make a fellow dis- 
satisfied — at home, at school, in church, 
at their work. See if you can lead them 
into a wise readjustment of themselves to 
their problems. 


Objective: Looking for God's signals. 











AY, fellows, the Israelites in Egypt 

were like “a square peg in a round 
hole.” They remained there four hundred 
years, but they were a misfit all the time. 
And they knew it. They were well aware 
that they were not a fixture in Egypt. 
From father to son had been handed down 
through the generations the dying words 
of Joseph: “God will surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this land unto the 
land which he sware to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob” (Gen. 50: 24). 

But Israel seemed to be hopelessly an- 
chored among “the flesh pots” of Egypt 
(Exod. 16:3) and to have lost all ambi- 
tion to return to their God-promised Ca- 
naan. If God himself had not taken a 
hand in the matter, the history of the 
Hebrews would have been very different, 
God had a plan for his people, and that 
plan was not for them to remain in Egypt. 
So things began to happen to get Israel 
on the move. Moses afterward sang 
about it: “As an eagle stirreth up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth 
them on her wings: so the Lord alone did 
lead him, and there was no strange god 
with him” (Deut. 32: 11, 12). 

You fellows are familiar with the 
mother eagle’s method of making her 
young take to their wings. She makes 
them comfortable while they are too 
young to fly; but she makes them very un- 
comfortable wher the time comes for 
them to launch out upon the air, for they 
are eagles and not earth-bound creatures. 
So she destroys the nest, high upon the 
ledge of the cliff. She actually pushes the 
eaglets over the edge if they refuse to fly 
when she flaps her wings to show them 
how. You can imagine how terrifying 
seem the depths below. Doubtless you 
would draw back, too, if your wings had 
not been tested. But suppose an eagle re- 
mained all its life on the ledge, what sort 
of life would it be for an eagle? The 
mother bird seems to understand that, and 
she shakes them out. But with amazing 
skill and kindness she guards their first 
efforts to fly. Many times she swiftly 
darts beneath them and bears them up on 
her outstretched wings when they grow 
weak or panicky and seem about to fall. 

Now God was dealing like that with the 
tribes of Israel. He had great flights in 
prospect for them, but they never would 
have entered into the divine plan had not 
their lot in Egypt become intolerable. So 
God permitted Pharaoh to afflict them and 
to lay upon them great and grievous bur- 
dens. Fellows, all the records of God’s 
dealings with his Chdsen People are rich 
with truth, but I think this period of Is- 
rael’s history as°they break up in Egypt 
and journey in the wilderness, has a spe- 
cial significance) for young fellows just 
getting their bearings for life’s great ad- 
venture. It is a critical time. And the 
peril is the same as Israel’s peril — the 
peril of low-pitched ideais. It is the peril 
of accepted slavery, the peril of driiting 
with the crowd, the peril of beihg “copy 
cats.” It is following the line of least 
resistance. It is forgetting that we are 
“eagles,” built to fly, and not to flop 
around in a nest because it is the easiest 
thing to do. We are designed for ex- 
ploits (see Dan. 11:32). However, we 
want to be sure that our exploits are God- 
designed. To venture simply for the sake 
= adventure will likely lead us into trou- 

e. 

The Israelites were chosen to serve 
God. So are you and I. They could not 
serve his purpose by remaining: slaves in 
Egypt. You and I will never be of any 
use to God as long as we remain slaves 
to self-indulgence. Every fellow in his 
youth feels an urgesto get up out of him- 
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self and do something — maybe something 
rash, The Devil watches for that in you 
and tries to capture the impulse for his 
own. purposes. A wise fellow will be on his 
guard. There’s something fine which God 
has planned. Let’s seek that, “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, ... and all these 
things shall be added.” Let’s ask him 
about it. That’s headquarters. And the 
pillar of fire and pillar of cloud are in 
the hangar straining at their leashes to 
guide you out upon the high road of a 
satisfying career of service. 

Watch the signals, fellows. God is 
ready to show you now. Get on your 
knees. 

Let’s pray. 

Greenssono, N. C, 


we 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. “He that chastiseth the nations, shall 
not he correct?” 


2. “For whom Jehovah loveth he re- 
proveth.” 














.* IS not often that youth passes’ into 
maturity without facing the problem 
of the suffering of the ristian under 
the providences of God. It is often a 
very young girl who asks, even with bit- 
terness, “Why must my mother [or my 
father] suffer this way when she has al- 


ways been such a good Christian? It 
does not’ seem right or fair, if is 
good, that he should let it be so.” at 


age-old problem can never be solved at 
close range, but here in this lesson from 
the history of Israel in bondage, as we 
look back into it from the distance of 





( Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


(. By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





ISRAEL ENSLAVED IN &ayrr 


Halt 


Exopus 1: 2-!0 




















thousands of years through the inspired 
pages of Scripture, we can see both why 
and how God dealt with his own people, 
in love, even in their hard bondage. 

Those seventy souls who took refuge 
from famine in Egypt, in Joseph’s day, 
needed much instruction, which God saw 
called not only for this segregation until 
they should grow into a mighty group, but 
at last also for the “instruction” of the 
bitterness of bondage to hard taskmasters 
with its final release under the almighty 
hand of God himself. Psalm after Psalm, 
written long after these lessons had been 
learned, reveal this truth. Note especially 
the marginal reading (R. V.) for Psalm 
94:10: “He that instructeth the nations, 
shall not he correct” his own as well as 
their enemy? As to what they learned 
through this instruction our coming les- 
sons will teach us, but the point here is 
that all this dreadful oppression was but 
a part of the instruction God must give 
his people so that he might give them ever 
more of himself. 


2. But, for~that questioning young 
heart, suffering under the weight of a 
present personat problem, this old national 
situation may seem very far off and cold. 
For that girl you have the far. closer 
truth, that God so instructs every son 

he receives into his own family, 
that it is whom he loves that he so ot 
tiently teaches. One final lesson t 
young heart must learn in this regard: 
that as these lessons are taught in love 
they must be received in love, or the 
lesson will be missed entirely, and only 
bitterness will result, and the heart God 
seeks to draw nearer to himself will only 
find itself farther away and colder. Many 
in old Israel missed God’s lesson in the 
exodus, but those who learned it could sa 
at its close, “The beloved of Jehovah shall 
dwell in safety by him... and underneath 
are the everlasting arms.” 


Home Study 


Read carefully the seventh chapter of 
Acts for comparison with this Quarter’s 


+} lessons. 


Decatur, GA. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of June 27) 

1. Without the Book of Genesis the Christian 
would be left to the mercy of mere human 
speculation as to his origin and the Author 
of his being. 

2. Genesis contains eleven chapters of uni- 
versal history, and thirty-nine of Hebrew his- 
tory in its very beginnings. * 

3. That God created all things; that man 
was made in God’s image and from 
that estate by deliberate disobedience toa 


God; that God provides a Saviour from sin; | fJo 


‘That God hears and answers the prayers 
of faith; that God honors faith; that God 
is “grieved at his heart” over sin; that God 
overrules all things for good in the lives of 
those who love and honor him; that God is 
the Friend of man, as well as his Creator, 
Saviour and Provider. These and many 
other things we learn in this book that “en- 
foldsvall that the Bible unfolds.” 

4- Beginning. 

5. The beginning of sin and the beginning of 
redemption, both stated in chapter 3. 

6. The race, worship, civilization, the chosen 
line, chesen race, chosen family. 

7. Personal. 

8 Eve, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, 
Hagar, Zilpah, Bilhah, Asenath, Keturah, and 
others. 

9. Of Enoch, who “walked with God,” no 
sin is recorded, and of him alone can this be 
said. F 

ro. “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” 
can mean nothing to one who does not know 
the stories of these men of faults and of faith. 

11. Personal. 

12, By believing him. 

13. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah. 

14. “The God of Jacob-is our refuge” says 
plainly to one who knows Jacob’s story that 
God will never let go the soul that hungers 
for him, however hard and long the struggle 
with besetting sins may be. 

is. Isaac, the Ram, Joseph, Judah. 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,” invaluable by way of il- 
lustration. It may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, at 75 cents. 


1 “Blessed 





JUNE 19, 1926. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 11. What Does Jesus Teach About Hu- 
mility? Matt. 18 : 1-14 

July 18 What We Learn From the Out-of- 
Doors. Psa. 1971-6. (Outdoor meeting 
with Intermediates and Juniors.) 

July 25. How Are We ‘Supplying Africa’s 
Need for Christ? Acts 8 : 26-40. ( Mission- 
ary meeting.) 

August 1. Wise and Unwise Decisions, 1 Kings 
3 : 5-15; Gen. 13 : 5-13. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, July 4 
My Country: Its Past, 
Future (Psa. 33 : 1-22) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—A remarkable history (Psa. 106: 


1-48). 
Tues.—National heroes (Jas. 5 : 7-11). 
Wed.—Present prosperity €Deut. 30 : 9-29). 
Thurs.—Present. dangers (Dan. 4 : 28-33). 
Fri—Future aims (Zech. 2 : 10-23), 
Sat.—Future hope (Rev. 22: 1-7). 











What does our country’s past teach us? 
What are present dangers in our country? 
What can make our country’s future great? 


[3 IS said that some years ago, in a 
Chicago church, a man was pressed to 
put something into the contribution box. 

“I can’t do it, deacon,” he replied; “I 
owe teo much money,” 

“Ah, William,” said the-good deacon, 
“you owe the Lord more than you do 
anybody else.” 

“Yes, I know that,” came the reply; 
“but he ain’t pressing me like these other 
fellows.” ‘i 


As we compare the past, present, and 
futute of this glorious land of ours, on 
its one. hundred and fiftieth birthday, 
surely it must be borne in upon us that 
our nation and our people owe God more 
than anyone else. The pages of history 
are filled with glowing tales of the hero- 
ism of America’s sons and daughters, of 
their -devotion, théir self-sacrifice,. and 
many other noble traits, but above aid 
beyond all these excellent qualities of 
her people, if we are fair-minded, we 
must grant that she could not have pre- 
vailed. against the well-nigh insurmount- 
able odds, had it not been for- divine grace 
and. favor. 


we 
The Pilgrim Fathers began their May- 
wer t with an acknowledgment 
of God, and their purpose to glorify him 

Perfunctory though it may now seem, 
every President of our land has taken his 
a of office with his hand on the.open 

ible. 

Our. national Thanksgiving Day is pe- 
culiarly an American acknowledgment of 
God’s blessing; watchful care, and provi- 
dence. 

Both houses of Congress are invariably 
opened with prayer, and many of. our 
Presidents have been humble, God-fear- 
ing men, keenly conscious of their stew- 
ardship under no 


In spite of all her faults, her mistakes, 
and shortcomings, in a deeper sense than 
perhaps any other nation of the earth with 
the exception of Old Testament Israel, 
has the United States, in a national way, 
been “God’s country.” Let us stop for a 
moment and think what that means. In 
our Scripture lesson, verse 12, we read, 
is the nation whose God is 
the Lord.” In one sense, America is 
God’s country because of his lavish 
kindness and grace: In another sense, 
America is God’s country because -our 
forefathers who set up the nation in a 
large measure. looked to Jehovah for guid. 
ance, wisdom, and strength, and because 
they personally served him. 

% ‘ ye » 

It is for her people to say whether 
America tomorrow will be ‘$s coun- 
try, or whether she will join the ranks 
of the forgotten nations of the earth. 

There has never been.a time in Amer- 

















Leseom for July 4 
Exodus 1 : 1-14 


ica’s history when it has been more dif- 
ficult to see her. real dangers. Individual 
and national prosperity have blinded the 
eyes of many, insidious propaganda has 
“dulled the ears, national security has 
stilled the mind, and the open and boast- 
ful discrediting of God’s Word has seared 
the conscience, until many of the perils 
that have pulled down the mighty nations 
of the earth are stalking abroad in our 
land, unprotested. 

The waves of lawlessness and crime 
arouse only a mild interest and concern. 

The efforts, successful in many in- 
stances, to abolish Sunday observance are 
taken as a matter of course and the natu- 
ral development of this age. 

The deterioration in literature and the 
filthiness of the stage and moving pic- 
tures are common knowledge. 

Red propaganda, which is based on 

atheism, «is .openly -flaunted, and only re- 
cently in ‘Philadelphia, a group of young 
boys and- girls held a Bolshevist demon- 
tration unchecked, ; 
_ A,society for the purpose of spreading 
atheism has been recently incorporated 
in the State of. New. York, and is actively 
at -work. Bs ent oe 


In the face of this black picture of 
America’s perils, what can we, as indi- 
vidual Christians do? 

Let us see to it that our personal re- 
lationship to the Lord Jesus Christ> is 
all that he would have it be. National 
righteousness can never come until there 
is personal righteousness. 

Let us see to it that we are discharg- 
ing our full responsibility under the Great 
Commission, so that the Lord may come 
soon, to set aright the awful tangle, not 
only in this land, but in all lands. Only 
under his righteous reign will the nations 
of the earth love righteousness. 

Let us pray as never before for a 
Heaven-sent revival that will sweep the 


: e e 
Are You a Christian? 
Will you face three questions squarely, and 
eend in your reply 7? ; 

1—Do you believe that the spiritual conditions pre- 

vailing in the world to-day are a : ting? : 
ohn 5:1 

2—Do you believe that God will hold every C ristian 

accountable who is indifferent to these conditions? 
: ‘ (1 Cor. 3 : 9-15) 

3—If we can offer a definite scriptural plan to change 
them, is it tair to expect your co-o ef ) 

om. 16:2, 2 

Can we send you this scriptural plan without charge ? 

NAME. Sao 8 se 6 0's ADDRESS 17 060 wt et 
A Scriptural Movement looking forward to the 

nity of ‘‘ The'Church of Christ.” 


966 Broad Street Newark, N. J. 
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length and breadth of our country and 
turn the thoughts of thousands of our 
people to God. oi 


It is significant that the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association, in To- 
ronto some weeks ago, issued a prayer call 
for July 4 as a day of intercession for the 
awakening of -the Church and for a 
world-wide revival. Why not a day of 
rayer in your church on this national 
birthday ? Why not make, your yourig 
people’s meeting on this day a special 
prayer-meeting that the nation, under 
God, may indeed have a new birth 
of freedom into glorious liberty in Christ? 
Can you better serve the highest interests 
of your land on this, her birthday? 


What lesson have I 
country’s past? 


What part of its present am I? 
How am I influencing its future? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


learned from my 

















The Victorious Life | 








A Dentist-Pastor’s Discovery 


R. J. HARVEY BORTON, Chair- 
man of the Council of the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, recently had a letter 
from a Christian worker inquiring as to 
the possibility of holding a conference in 
be = rene himself, this worker, 
colloquially known among young people as 
“Daddy Cooke” (Dr. T. F. Cooke, of 
Ames, Iowa), told of his own experience 
in connection with a Victorious Life Con- 
ference held a few years ago at Cedar 
Lake, Ind.; the Times is sure there is a 
blessing for others in this testimony, and 
with Dr. Cooke’s permission a portion 
of his letter is given here: 
“You do not know me, or anything 
about me, and do not remember that you 
ever even saw me; but I shall never for- 


| get that first, and thus far. only, contact 


with you and Mrs. Borton, and the other 
workers at Cedar Lake, though most of 
all—by far most of all, I shall never 
forget the contact I made there (which 
has never been broken) with my blessed 
rd, whom I had never heard nor seen 
so magnified before, it seemed to me. 
_ “I was practicing dentistry at that time 
in Burlington, Iowa, and serving as sup- 
ply pastor in a small Methodist. church 


in a rather poor residential part of the. 


town. As a direct result of that Vic- 
torious Life Conference I sold out my 
practice, gave up my ‘church, and went 
out ‘not knowing whither,’ 


wherever ‘the Lord should open a door. 
That was just about five years ago now, 
and they have been blessed years. I have 
found much joy in telling, not only the 
way of salvation from the guilt of sin, 
and its penalty, but the glorious possibil- 
ity and privilege of salvation from the 
power of sin now, through the miracle- 
working of an ever-victorious. Christ.” 


rd 
Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J., June 26 to July 2.—Student 
Conference. Meals and room for conference 
period, $15. Registration fee, $3 additional. 

Keswick, N. J., July 10 to 18.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room for con- 
ference ‘period, $16. Registration fee, $3 addi- 
tional, 

Keswick, N. J., July 24 to August 1.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. Meals and room for 
conference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 
additional. Y 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 9 
to 15.—Victorious Life Conference. For rates 
and information address Mrs. C, F. Groth, 
12314 Ingomar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Keswick, N. J., August 21 to 29.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Meals and room for con- 
ference period, $16. Registration fee, $3 ad- 
ditional. o 





Except as noted above, all applications for 
accommodations should be sent to the. Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made unless accompanied by 
registration fee. 
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‘Vacation Bible Schools 


BRAYCO PROJECTOR 


Operates on any current, from 
an auto or radio battery to 
250 volts. 

New lamps can be bought any- 
where at 45 cents. 

Projects any distance up to 30 
feet. ; 
Longer distances up to 50 feet 
or on daylight screen, with _ 

special lenses. 

Uses any standard still film. 


Standard equipment, complete, $35. 
BRAYCO STILL FILMS 


Cost .3 cents per picture 
The most modern and efficient 
advance in visual education is 
the still picture on non-inflam- 
To replace the bulky, fragile glass slide, at one-tenth the cost. 














mable film. 


4 500 complete sets, 20,000 pictures available in Education, Religion, and 


Entertainment. Among these are 


THE BRAYCO BIBLE SERIES. 36 reels now ready. $2.50 per reel, $75 
for complete set. 

LIFE AND TRAVELS OF JESUS. 
complete set. 

THE BIBLE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE. 26 reels, with manual. Complete, 


1r reels. $3.00 per reel, $25.00 for 


Save $5.00 on projector by ordering in combination with any 
of the foregoing sets. 


LIFE OF CHRIST. 4reels. From paintings by Hoffmann. 


$7.50. 





BRAY SCREEN PRODUCTS CO., INC. 
729 Seventh Avenue, - - - - - New York 


Please send full information. and classified catalogué 


Name sgeeeeeeeeeeeceeeceseceeeerseceseserecceeaeseseateeeseseseneesemenersees 


Address 
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sanctioned by the Genera: Assembly 


is pa on the Annuity Bonds of the Board of Ministerial 
Relief and Sustentation. , 


They are absolutely safe! I 








The income is paid quarterly, or semi-annually! 


They give you a share in caring for ministers and missione 
aries. if disabled or in their old age! 


They possess every advantage found in any Annuity Bond? 
Write today to 
Rev. Joun H. Gross, D.D., Treasurer 


Presbyterian Board of Ministerial Relief and Sustentation 


900-H, Witherspoon Building—Philadelphia, Pa. 














| As High As 9% 

















About a book that will strengthen 
and encourage, and build up the faith 


“Dr, Kelly came to his faith by a thorough investigation of the evidence on which 





Christianity rests.—A great book to put into the hands of young people tempted to 


doubt.'’—- United Presbyterian. 


‘It answers the question of the present day doubter: Can a scientific man believe the 
Bible? to the absolute satisfaction of the believer, and certainly leaves nothing for the ultra 
learned man to stand on. A timely book, one to own, to lend, and to give away. We could 
wish it broadcast over the land.’’— Christian Observer. 











They refer to ‘‘A SCIENTIFIC MAN AND THE BIBLE,” by Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D., 
of Johns Hopkins University, a series of seven articles for which over 30,000 special subscrip- 
tions were received when they were published last year in The Sunday School Times, and 
which have since appeared in book form in five editions. 


There have been many evidences of unusual blessings that have come through the reading 
of this book. Should you pass on this testimony to others? 


Copies may be obtained from your bookseller or from The Sunday School Times Company 
at $1.25 (postage, 10 cents), or special rates will be quoted for quantities. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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“Will you be 
aboard ?” 


On January 22nd, aoe 


when the S.S. Doric sai 

for the Mediterrane 
the Holy Land an, 
Europe, will en be with 


| Igor. vs a has Se he 
Tran: for you. great as 
been chartered. Hotels, special trains 
and motors for sight-seeing on shore have 
been reserved. We visit nineteen 
ports in fourteen Neng countries seeing 
the very ” the Saviour saw 1900 


yeafs ago and places rich in history, art 
and religion. All the way we will have 
the luxurious comforts of a great steam- 


e 


“We want you to be one of us. The Sund 
| om i arranged _ Mr. James W. 
to uct personally a our 

readers and their friends on his etna coe » 
the Mediterranean, Holy Land and Euro 
will be like one big family and we will ith 
supreme iration of a lifetime in visiting z= 

made famous and sacred. You will find 
in our party congenial, conservative companions 
who will delight tn in enjoying your pleasures with 
you. 





Come—we want you to be one of us. The 

cost is not high. e 

need be away from 

New York only 60 WHERE WE 

we will receive in 

a. ran gg and New York, Ma- 
ation are im- | ¢eira, Spain, Gib- 

pes og “Sed the | Taltar, Algiers, 

coupon for the book- Tanis, Mal ta, 

let that tells the full | £sxpt, Palestine, 
the cruise. | O™rna, Con- 

That is the first step stantinople, 

toward maki the | Greece, Sicily, 

dream of a lifetime a | 4¢a4», Monaco, 

reality. France, England. 











Set the coupon 


Send the coupon now for the book- 
let that tells all about the Sunday 
School Times party on James Bor- 
ing’s Cruise to the Mediterranean, 
Holy Land and Europe, the deck 
" and full schedu % of prices. 
ou will be under no obligations of 
any kind. We'want you with us— 
80 we want to send you full particu- 
lars to show you how easily you can 
join our party. 
2 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
1031 Walnut Street a 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Friend: 1 am interested in the 1927 Sapdeg 


Times Tour to the Mediterranean, the Hi 
and Europe. Please ask Mr. Boring to send me par- 
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For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League. 





Following the Home Dail 
He on the Internation: 
001 Lesso 


Bible Read- 
niform Sunday 
ns, issued by the International 

Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


An All-Day Prayer-Meeting 


N ALL-DAY prayer-meeting, from 
10 A. M. to-10 P. M., was held a 
few weeks ago in the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute of Chicago, with one object in view; 
namely, to intercede for local and world- 
wide spiritual awakening. There were 
six leaders during the day, but no ad- 
dresses. Almost the entire time was spent 
in prayer. There was no dragging what- 
soever ; even to the closing hour the spirit 
of fervency increased. The call to this 
meeting was signed. by trepresentatives of 
the China Inland Mission, the Chicago 
Hebrew Mission, the Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion, the Fundamentals Ministers’ Union, 
and several other organizations. Shall we 
not epray that all-day gatherings for 
prayer alone shall become as common as 
several-day gatherings for Bible instruc- 
tion? Both are equally important, but one 
is being woefully neglected. Is it to be 
wondered at that our Christianity is lop- 
sided? Strong intellectually, but power- 
less spiritually. For study makes knowl- 
edge, but prayer releases power. 


June 28 to July 4 


Mon.—Genesis 46 : 1-7. 
Israel Journeys to Egypt. 
Read Dr. Scofield’s beautiful comment 
on verse 3 (Scofield Reference Bible). 
God’s “permissive will” in allowing Ja- 
cob “to go down into Egypt” was God’s 
best under the circumstances, and was 
therefore in a sense his “directive will.” 
The same is often true of us. Because of 
what we are God is compelled eftentimes 
to substitute his disciplinary (permissive 
will for his beneficent (directive) wil 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
outdoor evangelistic efforts. At an open 
air conference some weeks ago sixty pas- 
tors pledged themselves to open air work 
during the summer. Activities of this 
kind should be carried on by every evan- 
gelical church in America. 


Tues.—Genesis 47 : 1-12, 

The Long Sojourn in Egypt. 
_ Jacob came prepared for a long so- 
journ (46: 3-7). God’s purposes are sel- 
dom wrought out in a day. Just as three 
thousand years ago, so also today, 
God’s plans, like lilies pure and white, unfold; 
We must not tear the close-shut leaves apart, 
Time will reveal the calyxes of gold. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
weekly and monthly prayer gatherings. 
Guard against lethargy. The Devil has 
four excessively busy seasons during the 
year — spring, summer, autumn, and win- 
ter. That is why he reaps such bountiful 
harvests: How many have you? 


Wed.—Exodus 1 : 8-14. 
Israel Enslaved in Egypt. 


From the human viewpoint, grourid 
down under the heel of tyranny; from 
the divine viewpoint, being moulded for 
a glorious destiny. Is not Israel’s history 
from Egypt to Canaan the spiritual 


history of almost every child of God? 


Israel in Egypt was as truly God’s peo- 
ple as Israel in Canaan. Were we not 
what we are our Egypts would not be nec- 
essary. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
summer conferences of the Moody Bible 
Institute, at Conference Point, Lake. Gen- 
eva, Wis., July 5 to rr; the Teacher- 
Training School at Montrose, Pa., July 
12 to 18; the Ministerial Institute at the 
same place, July 19 to 28; and the Bible 
Conference at Hendersonville, N. C., July 
25 to August 5. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 17 : 6-12. 
The Assyrian Exile of Israel. 


Reading through to verse 23, note (and 
enumerate if you have time) the long list of 
Israel’s sins that culminated in. this ne’er- 
yet-restored captivity. 
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“Sin is a reproach. 








to any people” (Prov. 14:34). Would 
that America would profit by Israel’s ex- 
ample of folly. (Read Scofield’s Intro- 
duction to Amos, Scofield Reference 
Bible, p. 934). 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
Gull Lake (Mich.) Bible Conference, July 
3 to August’15; also for the various Bible 
conferences at Cedar Lake, Ind., and for 
those at many other points throughout 
the country. Pray that in all these the 
quality of teaching may be thoroughly 
sound and spiritual. 


Fri—Psalm 137 : 1-9. Judah’s Sorrow in Exile. 


Suppose America were to be invaded 
and carried into captivity by vast hordes 
from the interior of Asia; and its now 
“free-and happy people” to be reduced 
to cruei bondage. Health is never fully 
appreciated until it is gone; nor is na- 
tional liberty. Sin is no respecter of 
nations: America is no more exempt than 
was Judah, | 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for_ the 
hundreds of summer vacation Bible 
schools soon to begin. Let us ask God 
that in MANY of these there shall be ex- 
perienced genuine seasons of refreshing 
from above. Every young life is a pos- 
sibility for weal or for woe. 

Sat.—Psalm 80 : 1-7. A Prayer for Deliverance. 

“Turn us again, O God.” God gives to 
every man sufficient power to pray this 
prayer, and sufficient grace to turn if he 
will but pray in sincerity; but no man (or 
nation) is able to turn Godward apart 
from God’s power and grace. Left to 
himself spiritually man is utterly helpless. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Pray earnestly 
for all city and country camp meetings, all 
rural Gospel efforts, all colporteurs and 
tract distributors, all Sunday-school associ- 
ations and conventions, all young people’s 
society gatherings, — that in all these the 
old-time Gospel message may have full 
right of way. 
Sun.—Psalm 94 ; 10-17. 

The Faithfulness of Jehovah. 

In which verse do you think God's 
faithfulness is most brought out? There 
are at least seven points wherein his faith- 
fulness is mentioned; some might say 
eight or nine. How many of these can 
you enumerate? How many have you 
experienced in your own life? 

Prayer Succestions: Let us pray to- 
day for our beloved nation, from the low- 
est to highest citizen, Read 1 Timothy 
2:1-4, and intercede accordingly. Pray for 
all public officials and their employees. 
pi: especially for those who ore charged 

the duties of law enforcement, re- 
moubesan that lawlessness breeds an- 
archy. ~ 





Investments 


which are 


Safe, Profitable and 
- Convenient 


Our Annuity Bonds are Safe. The 
American Bible Society has been is- 
suing Annuity Bonds for more than fifty 
years without loss to a single one of 
its hundreds of investors. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Profitable. 
The rate is as high as 9%. 


_Our Annuity Bonds are Convenient. 
When desired two or more persons 
may be protected by a single bond. 
Annuity payments are made punc- 
tually and without any trouble on the 
part of the annuitant. 


Wiite for Booklet No. R-16, which 
will tell you what our Annuity Bonds 
will do for you. 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Pl., New York, N. Y. 














When answering advertisemen please 
mention The ‘Sundsy School ad 





Denominations $100, $500 and $1,000; 
maturities 2 te 10 years. 


Federal Home Mortgage Co. 


1010 Vermont Ave. Washington,D.C. 
Erieside Summer 
Bible. Conference 


WILL OUGHBY-ON-THE-LAKE 








July 16—July 25, 1926 
whe Me HA, 
De Pew. Paes 
Rev, vissac Page 
W. i, Betti . i 
Rev. G. A. Mac 
Wie Rev 


snmnieeang x strong staff of Mimisecsine = will be ae ts 
attendance from A many mission 


THE ERIESIDE GIRLS’ AND WOMEN’S 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 
JULY 2-JULY 1%, 1926 


Miss Grace Saxe af New. . twice 
daily, supported pe rs. E. 

For Con and inatiate 
pe i ag and rates {sit Tatovmnation 


"HERBERT MacKENZIE, President 
Box 96, Willoughby, Ohio 
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ta aes for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school taciing interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


100 Quaker Men and Women 


wanted for South America 
years. Get acquainted with the abe 
or three months subsc nm to weekly 

Gospel Minister,’’ or $1 
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UNION BIBLE SEMINARY, Westfield, ge tae 
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25 CENTS:-- ALL ORUGGISTS, 
. THOMAS GILL SOAP COMPANY : 
TU Kent Ave, Brooklyn, Now York 
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